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2005 BHNC MEMBERSHIP DRIVE KICKS OFF! 


Help us achieve our goal 

In 2004, the BHNC set its Membership Drive goal 
at 1,300 members. By the end of the year we 
had exceeded that goal and membership stood 
at 1362. We are thrilled to report that during the 
past three years, we have more 
PY than doubled our membership. 

KATHY In 2001, we set our goal at 555 

rvrDArW mern bers. By the end of 2002, 
we had 810 members, and at 
the end of 2003 our member¬ 
ship base was 1,121. The more than 50 percent 
increase in membership during a three-year peri¬ 
od is testimony to the tremendous support that the 
community exhibits each year We are proud to 
serve in such a community. 

This year, the BHNC will work to maintain 
the membership total at 1,362 by June 30. The 
Membership Drive runs from April through 


June, and we are confident that we can achieve 
our goal and even exceed it with your help. 

The BHNC offers a wide array of services 
to the community. Our Senior Services depart¬ 
ment provides daily recreational activities, out¬ 
ings, and congregate meals. The department 
also provides case management services for 
frail, homebound, and at-risk seniors and dis¬ 
abled adults, as well as coordination, referral, 
and advocacy for health-related services. 

Our Youth department provides employ¬ 
ment training and placement services, com¬ 
prehensive gang prevention, intervention, 
and case management for at-risk youth. It 
also provides leadership development pro¬ 
grams as well as a child and teen drop-in 
program at Bernal Gateway Apartments. 

Our Housing department provides affordable 
housing to those who need it most, repair assis¬ 


tance for low-income homeowners, and commu¬ 
nity land-use planning. Our Community 
Organizing department provides forums for com¬ 
munity awareness, empowerment, and collabora¬ 
tion, as well as community public safety projects. 
Finally, our Economic Development-ENCoRe 
Project provides merchant and resident outreach, 
organizing, and leadership development, as well 
as community e/ent planning and implementation 
for the Excelsior's commercial corridor. 

BHNC's membership is a crucial part of 
our organization's funding and goes towards 
supporting all the vital services we provide. 
Our members understand the value of these 
services in the community. As a neighbor¬ 
hood-based organization, our members are 
the life-force of the center. Members vote for 
the BHNC's board of directors, serve as 
boardmembers, and provide guidance and 


feedback on all our endeavors. 

BHNC members also receive 

■ Discounts on BHNC room rentals 

■ Member rates . on senior activities, 
including Reno trips, outings, and special 
events 

■ Acknowledgement in the BHNC's 
Annual Report and the New Bernal Journal. 

Please join us today! Help us reach our 
goal. This is your neighborhood, your com¬ 
munity, your home. Together, let's continue to 
plan for its future. 

To renew your BHNC membership, 

or to become a new member, please fill 
' out the form on page 12 

or stop by the center at 
515 Cortland Avenue. 


LIBRARY COMMISSION TURNS DOWN PRESCHOOL 


Possible new home at Paul Revere 

The March 17 Library Commission ended with 
commission president Charles Higueras stating 
that should the Bernal State Preschool return to 
the Bernal Branch to use 
BY 1,325 square feet exefu- 

DEMECE sively. City College would 

GAREPIS, have to cough up nearly 

BERNAL 51 million before con- 

NEIGHBORS struction begins in spring 

2006, because the library 
bond passed by voters 
can only be used for library services. 

City College would also need a rental 
agreement signed off by the Board of 
Supervisors, since the rent would be less than 
fair market value. Higueras urged communi¬ 
ty activists to ask City College to include fund¬ 
ing for the preschool in their upcoming 2006 
City College Bond measure and to ask the 
San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) 
to consider Paul Revere Elementary School. 

The commission also reported that the 
projected costs for the current renovated 
design, which increases the Children's 
Library space, provides accessible bathrooms 
and elevators, seismic upgrades, safe work 
space for the librarians, a program space, 
and a Teen area, are about $1 million over 
budget. To keep the renovation plans within 
budget, acting city librarian Paul Underwood 
recommended cuts to the addition and 
redesigning the original building space for 
maximum use of library services. 

Stephen Santos Rico, chair of Child 
Development and Families Studies 
Department at City College, which runs the 
seven free preschool programs around the 
city, was the bright light at the hearing when 
he presented the current status of permanent 
housing for the Bernal State Preschool. City 
College has been looking at alternate facili¬ 
ties for the preschool since last August. At the 
top of the list is Paul Revere Elementary, 
which is mostly ADA-ready, and whose extra 
space, facilities, and proposed support serv¬ 


ices for low-income families are in perfect 
alignment with the mission of the Bernal 
State Preschool. Unique to the City College 
preschool programs is that parents actively 
participate in the learning and development 
of their children. A partnership with Paul 
Revere will be an empowering component 
for the Bernal State Preschool, since some of 
the families' older children will attend there. 

The funding for the Preschool for All 
component of Prop. H spearheaded by 
Supervisor Tom Ammiano will be available 
soon, and Bernal Heights is in the pilot 
year priority zip code for program imple¬ 
mentation. Beginning in September, 
Preschool for All provides four-year-olds 
with preschool education experiences. The 
Bernal State Preschool currently serves 
twenty four-year-olds for part time pre¬ 
school. Using the new program, the Bernal 
State Preschool will be able to provide 
more preschool services to more families, 
which would be of enormous support to 
low-income families in Bernal. 

While returning to the library is still pos¬ 
sible, the opportunity to situate in a perma¬ 
nent site with full day access at an existing 
elementary school where older children 
attend is a big draw. Uniquely, Paul Revere 
Elementary has the space necessary for the 
preschool to continue to expand its services 
to serve more children under the Preschool 
for All programs - and the preschool will 
have to move only once when the library 
closes for renovation. 

City College Chancellor Philip Day, and 
Dr. Arlene Ackerman, Superintendent of the 
San Francisco Unified School District, will be 
discussing the possibility of the Bernal State 
Preschool at Paul Revere Elementary. Please 
e-mail bernalneighbors@earthlink.net with 
your name and address if you'd like to be 
included in a Letter of Support to Dr. 
Ackerman asking her to formalize such a 
community partnership with the Bernal State 
Preschool as soon as possible. ■ 


Library Commission Votes for 
Library-Only Plan! 

At the Library Commission's March 17 meeting, 
after hearing a presentation from staff and con¬ 
tinued public testimony in support and against 
keeping the preschool in the 
branch, the Library 
MAURICIO Commission voted to keep 
VELA, planning for a library only in 
BERNAL the Bernal Branch building. 

RESIDENT The Commission based the 
vote on information in a 
March 7 memo from Acting City Librarian Paul 
Underwood stating a $1,000,000 shortfall for 
the branch renovation. Also included in the 
Commission's motion was a commitment to 
review the possibility of joint use if the 
preschool's families and supporters could get 
City College to contribute $1,000,000 to the 
project as part of the college's 2006 bond effort. 

Although the families and supporters of the 
preschool had braced themselves for the vote, 
it still was hurtful and disappointing after 25 
years of calling the 500 Cortland Avenue 
building home. Families and supporters dis¬ 
agree whether there is a viable alternative or 
that the preschool will find another home. This 
was the same justification to not support Little 
People Workshop when it was evicted from its 
location on Cortland Avenue five years ago 
forcing it to leave Bernal Heights. 

Update on Alternative Sites 

As of March 23, it is the campaign's under- 
standing that Paul Revere, which is scheduled 
to be transformed into one of SFUSD's dream 
schools this fall, had not communicated with 
Supervisor Ammiano's office, the city's child¬ 
care coordinator, the Childcare Facilities 
Fund, or City College. 

Planning for the Dream School has not 
gone as well as intended. The principal's 
position was offered and the candidate 
declined; the school site staff have been kept 
in the dark and anxious about their future; 
and Paul Revere has not revealed its own 


plan for a district-funded preschool for the 
school site. Since the district has not final¬ 
ized the plan for its own preschool, the 
Campaign does not expect it to give up 
space the school may need once it com¬ 
pletes its own planning process. 

The families and supporters have resisted 
the bungalow in the playground. While the 
patrons of the library will access a newly 
remodeled facility, the families of the pre¬ 
school would be housed in a bungalow in the 
outdoor basketball court in the Bernal 
Playground. Losing this precious open space 
would pit the young children against the youth 
for the remaining open space. Approximately 
ten years ago, Rhythm and Motion took over 
use of the gym on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings as well as on Saturday mornings. 
This was justified by telling the Rec and Park 
Department that the youth weren't using the 
gym and the monetary resources. Youth were 
not using the gym because department staff 
had failed to actively recruit youth to nonex¬ 
istent popular programs; this did not justify 
Bernal youth losing their space. With the 
recent budget cuts, the gym is now closed on 
Wednesdays, leaving very little use for the 
teenagers of color in the community. 

Other proposed sites, such as Market 
Heights Apartments and St. Kevin's Church, 
have been determined to be cost-prohibitive. 

Gentrificatien 

We cannot deny that this is another symptom 
of Bernal Heights' gentrification. Some of our 
neighbors are in denial, or feel guilty, but 
actually just want to give gentrification lip 
service. Other symptoms have been the dis¬ 
placement of the youth from the gym; the 
attempt to make Holly Park a dog run instead 


of maintain- 


continued on page 3 
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ENJOY A TASTE OF BERNAL! 


All Bernal residents and their friends are invited to the 
third annual Taste of Bernal festival, which will be held 
on Saturday, May 14 at ó:00 p.m. in St Kevin's Hall. 
The popular annual event features delicious food from 
a variety of Bernal restaurants, along with musical 
entertainment. 

The Cortland Merchants Association, which is organ¬ 
izing the event, promises there will be plenty for every¬ 
body. Dinner consists of hearty vegetarian lasagne pro¬ 
vided by Golden Boy Pizza, Caesar salad from the 
Liberty Cafe, corn salad from Valentina Ristorante, and 
foccaccia from Danilo Bakery. There will also be appe¬ 
tizers, beverages, and dessert provided by Bernal 
Produce, Geranium Restaurant, Good Life Grocery, 
Hunan Chef Restaurant, Liberty Cafe, Maggie Mudd, 
Moki's Sushi, Moonlight Cafe, Palatino Ristorante, 
Progressive Grounds, Reliable Grocery, Tacos Los Altos, 
and Valentina Ristorante. 


Raffle tickets for the event cost $1 each, or. $10 for 
12. Prizes include a helicopter tour of San Francisco 
and the Bay, a guided winery tour and lunch in Napa, 
and gourmet salami from Columbus Salami. 

Dinner starts at 6:00, and scholarships will be 
announced at 8:00 p.m. Raffle winners will be 
announced at 9:30 p.m. 

Music at the evening comes from the Pena Govea fami¬ 
ly, and Ralph Carney and the Hooligans. Decorations are 
provided by Heartfelt Gift Shop. 

All proceeds from the event go toward the Cortland 
Merchants Association's Scholarship Program and for 
maintaining the ongoing beautification of Cortland. 

Tickets cost $20 in advance from Four Star Video, 
Wild Side West, Heartfelt, and Cutting Edge Salon, or 
$25 at the door. Age 13 and under get in for $10, 
while age six and under get in free. Childcare wi II be 
available from 6 to 10 p.m. ■ 


A MESSAGE FROM THE CORTLAND 
MERCHANTS' ASSOCIATION 


On behalf of the association, we would like to thank you 
for another year of your support. Over the past year, the 
CMA has been busy completing some of our beautifica¬ 
tion projects. This includes the planting of new trees, 
placement of tree-well bricks, lighting of the trees along 
Cortland, new benches for merchants, steam cleaning the 
streets, and painting of safety stripes along busy intersec¬ 
tions. Our goal has been to create a clean, safe neigh¬ 
borhood and a sense of pride for our community, finding 
ways that the businesses on Cortland can give back to our 
neighborhood. 

This year, we have started a scholarship program, 
which is funded by the proceeds of last year's Taste of 
Bernal event. We will be awarding scholarships to select¬ 
ed students, and will present the scholarships to the win¬ 
ners at this year's Taste of Bernal. All junior high and high 
school students who are Bernal residents may apply. 
Money will be awarded to each winning student for the 
purpose of education. Applications are available at The 
Cutting Edge, Maggie Mudd, Heartfelt, Four Star Video, 
the BHNC, and Red Hill Books. The deadline for applica¬ 
tions is April 15. We hope you will support our fund-rais¬ 
ing efforts so that we can continue to maintain our beau¬ 
tiful community and give back to our neighbors.. 


Safety has become a real issue here this past year. We 
have had a startling increase in burglaries, robberies, 
and shoplifting crimes. We are working with SAFE, a 
community crime-prevention program, to establish a busi¬ 
ness watch on Cortland. Our hope is to involve the mer¬ 
chants in reporting suspicious behavior along the avenue, 
and to help one another to prevent the spread of crime 
here in Bernal. We can use your support in this effort as 
well. We are proud of our neighborhood, and we would 
like to keep it a beautiful and safe place for all who live 
and work here. 

This year, we are working to make the Taste of Bernal 
a big success. We were not prepared for the over¬ 
whelming neighborhood participation last year," and 
this year we assure you that there will be plenty of 
food, drinks, and seating for all who want to come. 
Please join us in celebrating the special community we 
have here in Bernal Heights. The merchants are proud 
to be part of this great neighborhood, and we greatly 
appreciate all your support. 

Sincerely, 

David Ayoob and Cathie Guntli, co-presidents 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEW BERNAL JOURNAL ! 

Do you live out of our catchment area, but still want to keep track of Bernal 
events? If so, a subscription to the New Bernal Journal is a great idea. 

A one-year subscription (six issues) to the NBJ costs $20, including postage. 
For more details, please contact Kathy O’Grady at 206-2140 ext. 148 or 

kogrady@bhnc.org. 


Like what you see in the NBJ? Want to 
help your neighbors see it too? 

Become a Volunteer Distributor! 

The New Bernal Journal is delivered free 
to the doors of almost every home in 
Bernal. We rely on our generous volun¬ 
teers to make sure that it reaches the hous¬ 
es of our neighbors, particularly our sen¬ 
iors who may not make it down to the 
stores where the NBJ is also available. 
Please help make a difference and volun¬ 
teer to distribute around your area today. 

Even one block helps tremendously! 

To sign up, call Amber Picou 
at 206-2140 ext. 155 
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YOUTH PROGRAM 


Violence Prevention for 
All Ages! 

Case manager Julie Orellana took outreach 
down a level last month — in age, that is. Julie 
teamed up with case manager and the 
BHNC's United Playaz 
BY founder Rudy Corpuz as 

JESSICA well as 106 KMEL and 

HAZARD some United Playaz grad¬ 

uates to present gang and 
violence-prevention workshops and a rally to 
the third-, fourth-, and fifth-graders at 
Guadalupe Elementary School. 

The program spanned two weeks, first 
with presentations in the classroom teaching 
nonviolence tactics such as Julie's famed 
quote, "WALK AWAY." The kids' knowledge 
of the presentations was tested at the "Stop 
the Violence" rally, where KMEL hats and T- 
shirts-and Junior United Playaz T-shirts were 
given away for correct answers. 

Students, teachers, and administrators par¬ 
ticipated throughout the rally. Several of the kids 


San Quentin State Prison for the second 
annual TRUST Fellows Black History Month 
Event. With the hard work of BHNC's 
United Playaz founder Rudy Corpuz, and 
the support of 106 KMEL, several local 
musical celebrities performed at the event 
including Bay Area rappers E-40, the 
Frontline, and Gambizi and JenRo'; R&B 
singer D'wayne Wiggins (formerly of Tony 
Toni Tone); and acts including Sistas of the 
Underground and Dance Azteca. 

Rudy MCed the event, and youth servic¬ 
es director Jessica Hazard presented a 
piece addressing present prison issues. 
Inmates Abdul and David read poetry edu¬ 
cating us on important African and Latino 
figures from history. 

With beautiful weather, the show went 
off without a hitch in the prison's lower 
yard. The inmates enjoyed a day of infor¬ 
mation and entertainment. 

This event is just one of the many pro¬ 
grams Rudy and United Playaz participate 
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Bay Area rapper E-40 with some of the United Playaz team (BHNC youth 
services director Jessica Hazard on far left) at San Quentin. 
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.read poems they had written about violence. 
Some had firsthand experience with violence in 
the neighborhoods they live in. The rally sent a 
. great message to our youth and reinforced the 
message that it is okay to tell an adult if you 
have a problem. Congratulations to both Julie 
and Rudy for a great program! ■ 

Bernal Youth Supports Scot Quentin's 
Black History Month Event 

On February 26, more than fifty people 
submitted to searches and metal detectors 
to pass through the gate of the infamous 


Save the Preschool 

continued from page 1 

ing the playing field for the children and 
community; the lack of zoning controls 
included in the proposed Mission Street plan, 
which could include opportunities for afford¬ 
able housing to be built and retain low- 
income families; and now the eviction of the 
preschool. We shouldn't just talk about it, we 
have to aggressively work on it and advocate 
for the passage of policies that retain the 
character of our community and those most 
at risk of displacement ds higher-income fam¬ 
ilies move into Bernal Heights. If nothing is 
done, the Latino community will become the 
service community that takes care of the high¬ 
er-income families, caring for their children 
and cleaning their houses and yards while 
being invisible on Cortland Avenue and in its 
fancy restaurants and shops. 

Next Steps 

The committee will continue to hold the 
Library Commission accountable as well as 
individual commissioners who voted for the 
March 17 motion. While disappointed, the 
Campaign will continue to advocate for the 
preschool's return to the library to the Library 
Commission and Community College board 
as well as to the mayor and members of the 
Board of Supervisors. We will also hold City 


in and support at San Quentin. Along with 
the men's group TRUST, the United Playaz 
also work with the youth-focused group 
REAL Choices, bringing youth from around 
the Bay Area to San Quentin for a three- 
part program organized and facilitated by 
inmates who are determined to give some¬ 
thing back to the community by aiming to 
deter youth from ending up in the prison 
system. Rudy and UP continue to do great 
work supporting the programs and the 
men on the inside. ■ 


College administrators accountable and 
expect full support for the return of the pre¬ 
school. The Campaign will also be working to 
get a better understanding of the library 
bond and its usage. 

In closing, the Campaign would like to 
thank Skip's Tavern and the Good Life 
Grocery for their support of the preschool's 
February 13 fund-raiser at Skip's, and to 
King Giles and Kurt for getting the bands to 
perform free of charge for the most at-risk 
children of the community. More importantly, 
the Campaign thanks all of the folks and vol¬ 
unteers who have been attending the Library 
Commission meetings since January, and the 
Campaign members who have worked on a 
weekly basis to get the word out. 

Our deepest respect goes out to the 
preschool's students, families, and staff who 
have had to deal with this large impact into 
their lives, the disrespect by the involved insti¬ 
tutions, and the willingness to fight the fight 
not only (or their families, some of whom will 
have started kindergarten when the renova¬ 
tion is completed, but for future families who 
would benefit from this excellent jewel within 
our community. ■ 

To get more involved with the Save the 
Bernal Preschool - Stop the Eviction 
Campaign, call our hotline at 276-2941. 




Paxton Gate 

Exceptional Gardens 

Design and Construction since 1992 


We specialize in making creative use of any outdoor space. Our 
master stoneworkers construct fountains, patks, ponds & retaining 
walls. Fine construction of trellises, arbors, decks & furniture 
coupled witb unique plant selection can turn your outdoor space, 
whether large or small, into an wonderful extension of your home. 
We also offer irrigation, lighting, maintenance and arborist 


services. 


Visit our showroom and retail store at 824 Valencia St, log on 
to PaxtonGate.com or call 415.824.1872. 


UC #825875 
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Carol Bee. 


Local Girl. 


SENIOR PROGRAM 
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Smile, Please! 


Roland Soriano of the BHNC's sen-j 
ior program takes a photo of 
Mildred Revera on the first Senior 
Portrait Day on March 23, where 
seniors could get snapped for just 
$5 to $10. More Portrait Days are 
planned: ask at the center for more 
information. 
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Giving Back 

There was a little old lady who lived in a 
shoe (on Folsom Street). She had so many 
problems, she did not quite know what to 
do. She fell and broke her hip. So they 
UY came and took away her son. 

DAVE She carec l f° r Ti m for fifty 
CLARK years. Tim had cerebral palsy. 

Roselee Higdon, the little old 
lady who lived in the shoe, took complete 
care of him from shaving to bathing for so 
long that when they took him away, she 
was lost for chores in the morning. She had 
three other children. One was stillborn, 
Tim's twin at birth. She had Fred, a fine 
son. A daughter in Rio Vista. Her husband 
was killed by an uninsured drunk driver 
when her youngest was ten. And she was 
handicapped. Some would consider her a 
care case. Roselee considers herself some¬ 
one who carries on. 

Roselee was born without one hip sock¬ 
et, had hepatitis, suffers from too much 
potassium and cholesterol, has high blood 
pressure, had tuberculosis, and is legally 
blind. But that isn't going to keep her in her 


ties. They act like they grew up together. I 
asked them how long they had been in the 
NEST program together. They looked at 
each other and laughed. "We don't 
know," they both said. 

It's obvious they love each other. 
Roselee brags about Lee's three adopted 
children and her husband, who is a doctor 
doing charity work in Africa. 

Lee brags about Roselee. She goes on 
and, well, on. Just how it's amazing that 
Roselee is almost blind yet she keeps in 
touch with so many people (with Lee's help, 
of course). Lee makes out an address book 
every year in large letters so Roselee can 
read it. Lee organizes a file of birthday 
cards, anniversaries, or just "Hi, How are 
you doing?" cards to keep in touch. They ■ 
play games together. Roselee has been 
known to cheat - but with her poor eye¬ 
sight, she's not very good at it. So Lee lets 
her get away with it. Unless it's game point. 

Lee calls Roselee the best advocate for 
herself: "She's a great role model for me. 
She finds out what resources are available to 
her, and she's not afraid to get them to 



Roselee and Lee met through the 
BHNC's Friendly Visitor program. 

house at the top of her stairs, staring 
down, in that old shoe. She is a mother of 
three, a grandmother of two, and a great¬ 
grandmother of four. To call Roselee a 
stubborn advocate of life is to say Bernal 
Heights is a solid rock of a hill. 

Through a neighbor, she found out 
about the NEST program, an operation the 
Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center runs 
for the homebound. She says, "They're 
very good up at the center. They do what¬ 
ever they can. And they can do a lot." 

NEST offers Roselee much care. NEST 
assigned her a case manager for her need¬ 
ed details, who put her in touch with the right 
person to fix most of her problems. Help with 
health, food, and talking books, plus giving 
her a buzzer around her neck she can push 
in emergencies. Roselee also had at her dis¬ 
posal a social worker for more general 
needs. NEST was helping all it could. And 
Roselle was fighting for the best quality of life 
you could never imagine such a sick lady 
could get. NEST even arranged it so 
Roselee could get out of the house. They 
put a mobile chair on her stairway. Now 
she could ride her wheelchair down and 
up the stairs and get out of the old shoe. 

Then one day the doorbell rang. 
Roselee rang the door latch and at the bot¬ 
tom of the stairs appeared an angel, Lee- 
Paiva. She was to be Roselee's "Friendly 
Visitor," a NEST volunteer. And that's 
exactly what they are: true friends. Roselee 
is in her late seventies, Lee in her late thir- 


improve her quality of life." Lee was amazed 
watching Roselee studying things and con¬ 
tacting people to get the mobile chair for her 
stairway. Lee says she was just an admiring 
observer of the real operator on this project. 

Roselee comes right back: "Lee does 
everything that would be hard for me. 
Writing large so I can read. Taking me to the 
doctors. Calling to check. Organizing bills. 
Ordering things. Anything I really need." 

These people like each other a lot. An 
understatement that can't be overstated. 

It obvious what's in this NEST Friendly 
Visitor program for Roselee. A friend she 
wouldn't otherwise have. Eyes that can see 
for her. Lee gives her a reason to answer the 
door cheerfully every week. Someone she 
can count on to always care. Or call upon. 

But what's in it for Lee? She puts it best: 
"I want to say to anybody looking into vol¬ 
unteering and they're busy but want to give 
back, this is a wonderful opportunity. I 
come here for an hour each week. I call. I 
do other things for Roselee out in the world, 
but it's wonderful volunteering ... with 
Roselee; it's all positive. You don't have to 
look at suffering. I come, It's peaceful. I 
walk in smiling. Leave smiling. This is a 
wonderful way to give back." 

A little peace in the good life. And to think 
she's volunteering for it. Giving back. It's so 
easy and fun. Everyone wants to volunteer. 
Think about it. Just call Suzanne Collins at 
206-2140 ex. 130. And think about what a 
difference just one hour a week could make. 
No one wants to see a kind little lady liv¬ 
ing lonely in a shoe on the hill. ■ 
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MISSION STREET 
PLANNING 


Tackling Challenges 

Spring is proving to be an active time for meet: 
ing challenges on the west side of the neigh¬ 
borhood. The visionaries who volunteer to hash 
out a brighter future for 
BY Mission Street between Cesar 
SHANNON Chavez and Randall Street are 
DODGE homing in on a set of propos¬ 
als for everything from safer 
crosswalks to limiting chain stores. The posters 
you may have seen in shop windows help pub¬ 
licize some of these ideas. 

Meanwhile, residents on and around San 
Jose Avenue and Guerrero Street have begun 
workshops of their own. Their ambitious aim is 
to turn that fast-paced thoroughfare into a 
place you'd want to linger in, not just speed 
through. Think that seems like a fantasy? Think 
again: City crews are already out with paint 


new merchant newsletter and face-to-face 
outreach. This role for the Neighborhood 
Center will continue even after community 
planning wraps up - along with support for 
improved public safety and more. 

Money is a challenge too, of course. 
Transportation improvements could potential¬ 
ly be paid for out of Prop. K, the sales tax city 
voters approved last year. Another possible 
source of funds is a "parking benefit district" 
- a concept getting a lot of attention across 
San Francisco. Instead of all the money you 
feed into parking meters disappearing into a 
black hole, some of it could be captured to 
pay for neighborhood priorities - for 
instance, steam-cleaning sidewalks, caring 
for new trees, or throwing a block fair. The 
locally-controlled meter revenue would prob¬ 
ably need to come from new money, for 



The intersection of Valencia & Mission would be safer as a typical four-way intersection, rather 
than a freeway-style merge. Angled parking along Valencia could improve the parking situation. 


and making initial improvements, such as 
adding a new bike lane. These two efforts - 
San Jose/Guerrero and Mission Street - are 
closely linked, like a pair of intertwining vines 
climbing up the same trellis toward the sun. 

BHNC launched Mission Street community 
planning workshops in 2003, so the final 
vision that will be published in early summer 
has been a long time coming. Three years of 
generous support from the Surdna Foundation 
are drawing to a close, and so are the month¬ 
ly workshops - the last will bé in June. 

Along the way one of the key challenges 
has been - and still is - merchant involve¬ 
ment. There is no merchant association along 
Mission, and few merchants have joined the 
evening workshops. As the folks who are 
there just about all day, every day, local busi¬ 
ness owners know the good and bad of 
Mission Street intimately and need to be part 
of the solution. Staff of BHNC's organizing 
department have been pounding the pave¬ 
ment keeping shopkeepers in the loop with a 


instance if meter hours on Mission were 
expanded to include evenings and Sundays. 
The parking benefit district is one idea that 
may find its way into the community vision. 

After the community vision hits the streets, the 
work of making it a reality can be carried out by 
focused groups of people - volunteers for the 
most part - concentrating on goals like improv¬ 
ing the parking situation, or spiffing up store¬ 
fronts and facades. Whether you're an amateur 
urban planner, or more of a doer who is ready 
to roll up your sleeves, you're wholeheartedly 
encouraged to come out, have a say, and get 
involved ... to help Mission Street thrive! ■ 

The next Mission St. Community Workshop 
will be on Thursday, May 19 at 6:30 p.m. at 
190 Coleridge St. Childcare, Spanish transla¬ 
tion, and refreshments provided. 

All are welcome. For more info about 
community planning, 
contort Shannon Dodge at 206-2140 
ext. 147 orsdodge@bhnc.org. 


CHRP AND CERF LOAN PROGRAM 




Do you have a leak in your roof? Do you need new stairs or a new roof? 
Do you have other deferred repairs on your house? 

Bemal Heights Neighborhood Center can help you to apply 
for low-interest loans sponsored by the City of San Francisco 
for low-income homeowners to help them bring their homes up to code. 


California Dreaming? 

Whether it is your first home, trade-up, or investment 
property, I can provide a bounty of services and service 
providers to help you realize your goals and dreams. 



The Community Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program (CHRP) 
can lend qualified homeowners up to $75,000 for only 3% interest 
and with a long-term deferred repayment option. 

Many Bernal and Excelsior neighbors have taken advantage 
of this unique homeowner loan to bring their homes up to code and 
to improve their lives. To see if you qualify and to find out more, 
please call Ivana Vesela at the BHNC at 206-2140 ext 176. 


Call me today -1 look forward to working with you. 
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Ron Whitney 
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EXCELSIOR NEWS 



"REAL ESTATE 
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1679 Church St 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
(415) 648-7355 

www.heIpusell.com/bestchoice 
email: bestchoice@helpusell.com 

Never pay 5-6% to sell your home again! 

Save with a set fee of on!y $9950! 
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VOLUNTEER TO DISTRIBUTE THE NBJ 
AND HELP US TO FILL OUR GAPS! Call 206-2140 
ex. 155 or e-mail info@bhnc.org 


Yoga 4 Kidz Series 

Mondays , 5:30pm to 6:15pm, Jan. 31st 

Bernopoly, 231 Cortland & Borrview 
Bernal Heights 


Classes lor Kids 5 to It yrs old 
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lo Register 
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ENCoRe Keeps Mission Street 
Clean 

Although it's been challenging to keep a con¬ 
sistent presence on Mission Street in the rain, 
ENCoRe partners BHNC and EAG are work¬ 
ing hard to keep the Excelsior's Mission 
Street a clean place to live 
BY and do business. Last year 

CRISTY you may recall our cam- 
JOHNSTON paign to raise funds to 
continue quarterly power¬ 
washing services in the Excelsior, a particu¬ 
larly challenging corridor to maintain 
because of heavy foot traffic, littering, and 
pigeons. 

Since early March, our contractors have 
been busily power-washing the streets in an 
effort to maintain the area's attractiveness to 
shoppers. Power-washing began officially 
on March 1 in front of the Silver-Mission 
Market at the southwest corner of Silver and 
Mission. From there, work will continue all 
the way up to Rolph Street, just one block 
south of Geneva, and come all the way back 
on the east side of Mission Street. 

Omari Williams, who operates Curves 
on Ocean and Persia, thinks it's a good start 
toward building stronger, unified communi¬ 
ty: "It's great that merchants and residents 
are working together and supporting this 
project, but I think the piece that's missing is 
the youth. How can we get youth involved in 
this process?" 

Good question. ENCoRe partners are 
working with merchants to establish a part¬ 
nership with students from Balboa High 
School and the Greater Mission 
Consortium, our youth drop-in center, to 
address other big issues on Mission Street, 
including a phenomenal increase in graffiti 
vandalism on public and private property. 

Given recent cutbacks in city services, 
we're working to maximize tax dollars by 
coordinating our efforts with the city's clean¬ 
ing crew. The Department of Public Works 
(DPW) has been very responsive to requests to 
keep up the sidewalks when our contractor is 



Power-washing is happening regularly 
in the Excelsior. 

between cleanings. This public/private collab¬ 
orative is a model for other neighborhoods 
struggling to fill in city service gaps. By rais¬ 
ing money locally and coordinating contract 
services with scarce city services, we're mak¬ 
ing the most of what services are available to 
San Francisco neighborhoods. 

Excelsior businesses and 
residents support continued ~ 
power-washing and sweeping 

One of the great things about the revital¬ 
ization of Mission Street is the increased 
participation and involvement of the com¬ 
munity to sustain various*improvement 
activities. Thanks to the community's 
financial support, we have been able to 
continue cleanliness efforts. If you'd like 
to participate in supporting this project to 
keep Mission Street clean and beautiful 
for shoppers, give us a call. It's never too 
early to begin thinking about next year. 
By joining our efforts, you'll make it pos¬ 
sible to keep our neighborhood clean and 
attractive for residents, shoppers, and 
you to enjoy. ■ 


POLICE NEWS 


The San Francisco Police Department has 
embarked on a new program where officers 
will be walking footbeats 

^ more often in the communities 

CAPTAIN tha( t(ley serve 

PAUL Chief Heather Fong has 

CHIGNELl manc ] a t ec | that each officer 
who works in a patrol car get 
out of the car during his or her shift and walk 
a significant amount of time in designated 
areas of the police districts. The rationale for 
the new footbeat program is that officers will 
communicate better with residents and mer¬ 
chants. It is also an axiom of police work that 
an officer sees much more when walking than 
riding in a patrol car. 


The Department is under no illusions that we 
can do most of our work on foot, because we 
still need to have mobility to respond to calls for 
service and critical incidents, but the foot beat 
program will bring us closer to the community 
that we serve and who pays our salaries. 

The Ingleside Police District is the largest 
police district in San Francisco, so we have 
designated certain areas that the officers must 
walk. They include the Mission Street corridor 
from Cesar Chavez to Cortland, also Mission 
from Silver to Geneva, Cortland, Leland, 
Sunnydale, Glen Park, and Church Street. 

Please say hello to the officers when you 
see them - and they should be saying hello 
to you, too! ■ 


CIVIL GRAND JURY 

The San Francisco Superior Court is now accepting applications 
for volunteer service on the 2005-2006 Civil Grand Jury." 

The function of the Civil Grand Jury is to investigate 
the operations of the various officers, departments, 
and agencies of the county government and to report its findings and recommenda¬ 
tions to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court and to the subjects of its investiga¬ 
tions. 

Members of the Civil Grand Jury are afforded a unique opportunity to examine and 
investigate the operation of county government. 

Only nineteen San Franciscans will be selected to serve. 

For more information and an application, visit or write the Grand Jury office at the 
Civic Center Courthouse, 400 McAllister St., Room 008, San Francisco, CA 94102, 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mondoy-Friday, or call 551-3605. 

The application deadline is Monday, April 11, 2005. 


Honorable Robert L Dondero, Presiding Judge 
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MERCHANT SPOTLIGHT 


Copy Central Mission 

Copy Central Mission, located at 3181 
Mission Street, has been in existence 
since 1982. Mrs. Parwati 
Roy, the current owner, 
bought the business in 
1992. The store offers. a 
deluge of services for local 
residents and businesses, such as mail¬ 
box rentals, PC rental, high-volume 
copies, and digital color copies. 

Dipak and Parwati Roy originally hail 
from Lucknow, India, a city famous for 
takalluf, a particular type of formality that 
is based on good manners and appropri¬ 
ate behavior. After marrying and living in 
Frankfurt, Germany, the Roys arrived in 
San Francisco in the early 1980s. 

In 1988, Mrs. Roy began her first job as 
a copy clerk at Carbon Alternative's Castro- 
Market location. After two years she was 
promoted to manager, and sent to their 
Mission Street branch. By 1990, the name 
of the store had changed to Copy Central 
Mission, and in 1992, the couple bought the 
store. Their prompt service, excellent cus¬ 
tomer care, and attention to detail helped 
them to beat big chainstore competitors. 

The Roys have seen many changes 
along the Bernal Heights Mission Corridor 
since they took ownership of the store. 
Mrs. Roy believes Mission Street is a lot 
safer. She remembers the rash of rob¬ 
beries that occurred in the early 1990s; 
even her store was a victim during that 
time. Mrs. Roy appreciates the police 
patrolling the area more frequently. 

Mrs. Roy believes that Mission Street 
could be cleaner, and made it clear that 
she washes down the front of her store 
every day. She was most concerned about 
the amount of littering done by pedestrians 
and pet owners. 

Mrs. Roy attended the January 
Mission Planning Social and was 


impressed with the drawings that illus¬ 
trated the future changes suggested by 
community members. She would like to 
see a variety of businesses on Mission 
Street, not just food, hair, and nail estab¬ 
lishments. A Copy Central Mission cus¬ 
tomer who overheard the conversation 
suggested a bookstore would be nice. 
Mrs. Roy was quick to add that Mission 
Street should not invite formulaic retail¬ 
ers, such as the Gap, Kinko's, or 
Starbucks. Small, independent business¬ 
es are important here. 

Along with many other Mission 
Corridor business owners, the Roys were 
members of the now-defunct South of 
Chavez Mission Merchant Association. 
She would like to see the formation of 
another association that could work with 
the Mission Planning Committee to 
address the parking issue. Copy Central 
Mission is directly across from the old 
Taco Bell site, where an apartment com¬ 
plex will soon be built. Mrs. Roy under¬ 
stands that the new complex will affect 
parking on her block of Mission and the 
surrounding Bernal Heights streets. Also, 
MUNI has taken up two parking spaces 
close to her store. Patrons have a right to 
park, and the loss of parking spaces can 
lead to a loss of business. Mrs. Roy reiter¬ 
ated that things are improving on Mission 
Street, but it is just taking longer than 
expected. She is looking forward to being 
involved in the changes that are planned 
for the corridor. As with all of the Mission 
Corridor businesses, Copy Central 
Mission will benefit. 

Mrs. Roy ended our conversation by 
stating, "Since 1990, we have met many 
wonderful people in this neighborhood. 
They have encouraged us and given sup¬ 
port, especially during difficult economic 
and social times. We are indebted to 
them for their faith in us." ■ 
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Massage and Bodywork ■ ... 

Esalen-based techniques for foil body-mind relaxation. 
and rejuvenation. Deep-tissue techniques to address 
chronic tightness and injuries. 

Convenient Bernal Heights location 

75 minute session, Syo. Outcall add $15. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, 415.285.912.9 roth555@sbcglobal.net 
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A popular hip-hop class 

This January, a great program came to 
the Bernal Gateway Apartments, where 
dance teacher Arvis Davarpanah 
formed a hip-hop dance company. 
Arvis has studied all kinds of dance, 
from ballet, to jazz 
dance; hip-hop, and 
breaking, and decided 
to create an outlet for 
the youth at Bernal 
Gateway to share her passion for dance 
and put together a positive space for 
youth aged six to eighteen to dance 


BY 

TINA 

GONZALES 



Some of the young dancers at the Hip 
Hop Dance class at Bernal Gateway. 


together. Her spirit is infectious, and her 
students always leave the Thursday 
night class sweaty but smiling. 

The young dancers speak enthusiasti¬ 
cally about their teacher and the class. 
Lilie, aged nine, says, "I like it because 
we learn all kinds of dance moves and 
it's fun." Twelve-year-old Ambar says, 
"It's fun, interesting, and amazingly 
cool. I'm glad we have it here [in the 
building], and I don't want it to go 
away." Jacqueline, aged five, says, "The 
teacher is very nice, and I like the music. 
I like having the class here because it is 
close to my apartment." Eighteen-year- 
old Lashaya backs this up: "I will never 
be late because it isUn my building and 
I have time to go home and change!" 

The dance class is no longer happen¬ 
ing at the Bernal Gateway Apartments, 
but all the youth who took part enjoyed 
their time there. Here's hoping you'll see 
them performing their dance moves in the 
neighborhood soon. ■ 

Tina Gonzales is the activities 
coordinator at Bernal Gateway 
Apartments and is funded by 
Lutheran Social Services. 



* **- .*• ■ 




CALLING ALL BERNAL RESIDENTS! 

Did you know that the BHNC is available for events and classes? 

If you have something to celebrate, teach, or learn, 
consider using the BHNC - and inviting your neighbors as well! 
For more information, contact office manager Ron Tetirick 
at 206-2140 ext 100 or rtetirick@bhnc.org. 
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WANT TO HELP DELIVER THE 
NEW BERNAL JOURNAL 
ON YOUR BLOCK? 
CONTACT THE BHNC AT 206-2140. 


San Francisco 
Auto Repair Center 
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First meeting on gentrifica- 
tion hears strong opinions. 

On March 1, Bernal residents and commu¬ 
nity organizers met to discuss gentrification, 
a topic that upset many. 

Like many neighborhoods in San 
Francisco, Bernal Heights is experiencing 
^ rising home prices. 

Ilyins-. Between January 2004 

MONICA . . ' 

JENSEN an d December 2005, 

home sales in the 94110 

zip code (which includes the Mission) 
jumped from an average of $661,000 to 
$798,000, according to county records, 
an increase of 21 percent. 

It's a price most can't pay. According to 
a city report, 26 percent of San Francisco 
households still earn less than 50 percent 
of the region's median income. 

The convocation of more than thirty 
Bemal residents and BHNC staff members 
held a discussion ranging from concerns 
over the loss of diversity to contentment 
about the decrease in crime. The burgeon¬ 
ing commercial alley on Cortland was 
viewed by many as positive. 

Early on, BHNC staff attempted to set 
the tone by asking all attendees to anony¬ 
mously post their expectations on the 
evening and the issue of gentrification in 
Bemal on the "Wall of Assumptions," and 
leave them symbolically behind. "I antici¬ 
pate heated discussions," one wrote. "This 
discussion could lead nowhere. They have 
been complaining about gentrification for 
decades and yet nothing changes." 

"Leave it be," wrote another. 

The convocation, a group gathered in 
response to a summons, was the first of its 
kind at the center. But days before the 
meeting, Amber Picou, BHNC community 
organizing director and organizer of the 
convocation, knew she had agitated more 
than a few people. She was pressured and 
advised to cancel it. 

"I came for the topic of gentrification," 
said Bill Sorro, a forty-year Bernal resident 
and longtime member of BHNC. "White 


entitlement... we've got to look at the enti¬ 
tlement thing," he continued to the predom¬ 
inantly white crowd. "We people of color 
are always on the [short] end of the stick." 

Joseph Smooke, BHNC housing direc¬ 
tor and one of five facilitators who led 
small group discussions, anticipated a 
spirited conversation. "That was the inten¬ 
tion to have, you know, to have people a 
little on edge," he said, but added disap¬ 
pointedly, "I was hoping for, in general, a 
lot more discussion; a deeper understand¬ 
ing of what gentrification was and how to 
address it." 

'The topic made me angry, that they 
would use that word," said homeowner Joe 
Porcoro after the meeting, adding, "Tbe/re 
using the wrong word. Have there been any 
Ellises done on people of color? Do they 
have numbers of poor or people of color 
being evicted? I don't think it's happening." 

Michael Miller-Quintana agreed: "I 
thought the term is a politically and emo¬ 
tionally charged term, presumptuous to 
use." Miller-Quintana and Porcoro, both 
thirty-year residents of Bemal, suspect the 
BHNC had ulterior motives for the discus¬ 
sion. "I think the/re fearful that the/re los¬ 
ing their reason for existence," Porcoro said. 

Whether it was coming up with solutions 
to mitigate the displacement of the existing 
residents by the newer affluent ones, or how 
to characterize gentrification, or the lack of 
diversity among the attendees, their discon¬ 
tent was palpable. By the end of the 
evening, people felt unsatisfied with not hav¬ 
ing come up with a resolution and asked, 
"What do we do now? How do we take 
care of the people in Bemal Heights? How 
do we keep the diversity?" 

"Gentrification is not going to go 
away," Jeff Daniels told the crowd. "You 
can't stop gentrification. It's natural." 

Picou plans to hold future meetings on 
some of the issues that were discussed. ■ 

Monica Jensen is a student reporter 
at SFSU. 
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!LA COMISIÓN SOBRE BIBLIOTECAS VOTA PARA UNA BIBLIOTECA SIN PREESCUELA! 


Eñ la audiencia de la Comisión sobre bib¬ 
liotecas en día 1 7 de marzo, después de que 
se oyeran presentaciones por parte de 
empleados y testimonios a favor y en contra 
de guardar la preescuela dentro de la bib¬ 
lioteca, la Comisión sobre 
POR preescuelas votó para que se 

MAURICIO continuará haciendo un dis- 

VELA, eño de la biblioteca de 

RESIDENTE Bernal que no incluyera a la 

DE BERNAL preescuela. La Comisión 

basó su voto en un informe 
del Bibliotecario de la Ciudad Paul 
Underwood diciendo que el diseño 
sobrepasaba de un millón de dolares el pre¬ 
supuesto para el proyecto. La Comisión tam¬ 
bién incluyo una moción según la cual se 
consideraría un uso compartido del local si 
City College contribuyera $1,000,000 al 
proyecto por medio de su bono en el 2006. 

Aunque las familias de la preescuela y los 
que las apoyan ya estubieran preparados 
para el voto, todavía fue una gran desilusión 
trás haber estados localizados en el número 
500 de la Avenida Cortland durante vein- 
tycinco años. 

Nueves desarrollos acerca de 
locales alternativos 

Según la campaña, hasta el 23 de marzo, 
Paul Revere, la cual debe de ser transforma¬ 
da en una de las "dream schools" de SFUSD 
este automno, no se ha comunicado con la 
oficina del Supervisor Torn Ammiano, ni con 
el Coordinador de cuidado de niños de la 
ciudad, ni con el Fondo para los locales para 
cuidado de niños, ni con City College. El 


planeamiento para la dream school no ha 
Jdo tan bién. Se ofreció el puesto del princi¬ 
pal y el candidato no la quiso, los emplead¬ 
os de la escuela no saben que va a pasar y 
sienten anxiedad en cuanto a su futuro, y la 
escuela no ha hecho público su plan para 
inluir a una preescuela en su local. Como el 
distrito escolar no ha finalizado el plan para 
su propia preescuela, la campaña no espera 
que dejen a otros un espacio que tal vez 
necesiten una vez que hayan terminado su 
propio proceso de planificación. 

Las familias de la preéscuela y los que las 
apoyan se ha resistido a que se. ponga la 
preescuela en un búngalo. Mientras lós 
clientes de la biblioteca tendrían acceso a su 
nuevo local, los niños en la preescuela 
estarían en un búngalo en la cancha de 
baloncesto en el Bernal Playground. El 
perder este espacio importante causaría que 
se pelearan los niños pequeños con los niños 
más grandes para el espacio. Hace aproxi¬ 
madamente 10 años, Rythm and Motion usó 
el espacio del gimnasio los martes y jueves 
por la tarde y los sábados por la mañana. 
Esto lo justificaron deciendo que los jóvenes 
no usaban el gimnasio ni los recursos ofreci¬ 
dos por el departamento de Rec & Park. . Los 
jóvenes no estaban utilizando el gimnasio 
porque- los empleados no habían podido 
recrutar a jóvenes a programas que no 
existían. Eso no era un justificación para que 
los jóvenes de Bernal pirdieran su espacio. 
Hoy en el 2005, con los recientes recortes en 
el presupuesto, el gimnasio está cerrado los 
miércoles, lo cual deja muy poco tiempo 
para los adolescentes de color que viven en 
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la comunidad. 

Otros lugares considerados son demasia¬ 
do costosos, como los apartamentos de 
Market Heights y la Iglesia de St. Kevin. 

Próximas etapas 

El comité continuará a luchar para que la 
Comisión sobre bibliotecas mantenga su pal¬ 
abra en cuanto a la moción del 3/17. 
Aunque desilusionada, la campaña seguirá 
abogando para que la preescuela vuelva 
dentro de la biblioteca, con la Comisión 
sobre bibliotecas, el Consejo de City College, 
los miembros del Consejo de Supervisores y 
el Alcálde. También seguiremos luchando 
para que los administradores de City College 
apoyen el retorno de la preescuela dentro de 
la biblioteca. La campaña también seguirá 
trabajando para obtener un mejor 
entendimiento del bono de la biblioteca y de 
sus usos. 

Por último, la Campaña quisiera agradecer 
a Skip's Tavern y The Goodlife Grocery por su 
apoyo durante la campaña de la preescuela 
para recaudar fondos en 13 de febrero en 
Skip's. También agradecemos a King Giles y a 
Kurt por haber conseguido que los grupos 
toquen gratis. De manera más importante, 
queremos agradecer a todos los voluntarios 
que participaron en las audiencias de la 
Comisión sobre bibliotecas desde enero y a los 
miembros de la compaña que han trabajado 
constantemente para difundir la información. 
Nuestro respeto más profundo va para los 
estudiantes de la preescuela, sus familias y los 
empleados que han tenido que gestionar el 
gran impacto que ha tenido sobre sus vidas y 


la falta de respeto por parte de la instituciones 
involucradas. Gracias a los padres que han 
luchado no solamente por sus familias, algunas 
de las cuales tienen niños que empezarán la 
escuela el año que viene, pero también por el 
futuro de la familias que beneficiarán de ese 
tesoro en nuestra comunidad én el futuro. 

Para involucrarse con la Campaña 
Salvémos la Preescuela de Bernal - 
Parémos el Desalojamiento, por favor llá¬ 
men al (415) 276-2941.' 

Se considera a la Escuela Paul 
Revere como posible local para le 
preescuela «le Bemal en el futuro 

Al terminar la audiencia de la Comisión de la 
Biblioteca el día 17 de marzo, el presidente 
de la Comisión Charles Higueras dijó que si 
la Preescuela de Bernal 
POR DEMECE Heights volviera a ocupar 
GAREPIS, 1,325 piés en la Biblioteca 

BERNAL de Bernal trás la reno- 

NEIGHBORS vación de ésta, City College 
tendría que pagar $1 mil¬ 
lón antes de que empezáran las obras en la 
primavera del año 2006", porque los votantes 
pasaron un bono que sólo puede ser utiliza¬ 
do para servicios relacionados con la bib¬ 
lioteca. City College también necesitaría un 
acuerdo de alquiler acordado por el Consejo 
de supervisores, porque el alquiler sería 
menor que el alquiler a precio de mercado. 
Higueras pidió a los activistas de la comu¬ 
nidad pedir a City College que incluyera fon¬ 
dos para la preescuela en el próximo bono de 
City College para el año 2006, y que pidier¬ 
an al Distrito continuó página 11 
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The Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center thanks all the volunteers who 
supported our work in 2004. 


Mission Street 
Planning 

Steven Aiello" 

John Billovits 
Natalie Drees 
Tim Dunn 
James frame 
Gillian Gillett 
Bruce Gladstone 
Jeff Goldberg 
Katy and Mel Gough 
Marge Harburg 
Mary Hennessy 
Dawn Hutrson 
Kevin Kitchingham 
Sheila Mahoney 
Jeffrey Miller 
Joe Porcoro and Michael 
Miller 

Leah Miller-Freeman 
Terry Milne 
Jose L. Morales 
Laurel and Jose Muniz 
Betsy Reiss 
Jaime Ross 
Bonnie Sherk 
Joe Steinberger 
Polly Taylor 
Juliet Valerio 

Senior Programs 

Claudia Anfuso 
Maria Balajadia 
Melissa Budnick 
Susan Burger 
Laura and Michael 
Campbell 
Lydia Caraballo 
Patricia Casern 
Bernice Castaing 
Cesar Chirinos 
Dave and Diane Clark 
Arthur Clark 
Julio Colon 

Al and Ginger Conlon 
Mario Danga 
Suzanne Day 
Patricia Ernst 
Isabel Estrada 
Liza Fernandez 
Luisa Francisco 
Catalina Garcia 
Nina Gelphart 
Alice Gilbeaux 
Patricia Grice 


Laura Halpin 
Molly Hammer 
Lurilla Harris 
Heather Haughn 
Douglas Holloway 
Nicole and Allan Hulgan 
Andrew. Ittigson 
Helen Jacques 
Sal Jimenez 
Bruce and Hayley-dau 
Johnson 

Susan and David Kahn 
Jane Krivich 
Jeanne Lahaie 
Susan Lake 
Hazel Lamb 
Teresa Laxamana 
Mary Lewis 
Rosanne Liggett _ 

Jon Luttrell 
David Mann 
Sara Matson 
Lauren Mahakian 
Nic Griffen and Michael 
Marrelli 
Miguel Martinez 
Roxanne Martinez 
Anastasia Mendoza 
Rose McDevitt 
Annette McKnight 
Antoinette Meza 
Jerome Mitchell 
John Moglia 
Ron Morgan 
Miriam Murphy 
Consejo Niego 
Robert Nygard 
Kathy O'Keith 
Michael Panagopoulous 
Seon Hwa Park 
Lee Paiva 
Cora Pascua 
Michael Pastor 
Carlos Calvo-Perez 
Carlos Poma 
Anita Provost 
Hazel Ransom 
Michael (Mick) Reid 
Mildred Revera 
Lawrence Rhodes 
Julie Riddell 
Sally Rodriguez 
Debe Rodpguez-Holms 
Karen and Camilla Rosen 
Fernando Salazar 


Elsa Maria Salinas 
Encarnación Sandoval 
Oliver Sauneuf 
Betty and Noester Soriano 
Florentina Tabora 
Vernon Tarriel 
Ramon Tello 
Rosie Tom 
Julie Thompson 
Donnell Trusty 
Ana Torres 
Molly and Jon Tyson 
Telesforo Unite 
Gregory Valdez 
Vicky Walker 
Bonnie Lia Waterson 
Albert Watson 
Georgia Willete 
James Williams 
Ruth Wilson 
Janie Wong 
Raymond Wong 
Monica Wynn 
Yvette Yambao 
Marci Yellin 
Julia Yim 

Youth Program 

Jandro Alcanfor 
Ashley Anderson 
Missy Capulong 
Sheriel Harden 
Lily Pui Ling 
Georgina Medina 
Mauricio Vela 
Margaret Vuong 

NBJ/Community 

Organizing 

Seth Ammerman 
Amy Beinart 
Robin Blackstone 
Mike Boss 
. Dee Dee Brady 
Liz Breger 
Lynn Buckner 
Susan Cervantes 
Thompson Chambers 
Dennis Cunningham 
Scott Cunningham 
Judy and Brent Daniel 
Laura De Lung 


Forest 

Demece Garepis 
Ann Golden 
Vali Govier 
Alane Gray 
G Gross 
Frank Harris 
Bill Harsh 
Susan Hershey 
Frank Hutchens 
Sumi Inamoto 
Flo Kelly 

Amanda Kahn-KirbyJoan 
Varney 
Barbara Kyle 
Roseanne Liggett 
Shirley Lovell 
Polly Marshall 
Mike Matz 
Alan Mazetti 
Lupe Mendez 
Paul Miller 
Tim Molinare 
Ron Morgan 
Kristen Powell 
Betsy Reiss 
Lawrence Rhodes 
Jeff Rosen 
Peter Rothblatt 
Don Schaan 
Thea Schrack 
Heidi and Robert 

Schwartzenbach 
Steve Shapiro 
Bill Sorro 
William Tupuola. 

Mauricio Vela 
Linda Willard • 

Georgia Willette 
Mary Anee Wollowic 
Gilda Yeadeker 

Board of 
Directors 

John Avalos 
David Ayoob 
Bebe Castaing 
Larry Cruz 
Alan Fisher 
Demece Garepis 
Alice Gilbeaux 
Douglas Holloway 
Carren Shagley 
Steve Shapiro 
Johanna Silva 
Kingmond Young 

Housing 

Advisory 

Committee 

Ximena Delgado 
Jennifer Dolin 
Elizabeth Garcia 
Marc Lipsett 
Ron Morgan 

Fiesta on the Hill 

Dulce Aldape 
Brianna Alfaro 
Jasmine Alvarez 
Noud Asaba 
Maria Balajadia 
Sherman Bough 
Ciekeshia Burleson 
Miriam Canas 
Marina Cardenas 
Ernie Chen 
Linda Chou 


Kathleen Comandao 
Molly Coye 
Larry Cruz 
Mario Dango 
Chris Dawe 
Bobbie Delao 
Daniel Diaz 
Jaime Durr 
Crystal Duru 
Isabel Estrada 
Cathy Garcia 
Alice Gilbeaux 
Jessica Grossman 
Diana Grow 
Karen Hadley 
Sheriel Harden 
Heather Haugn 
Karla Henriquez 
Mery Henriquez 
Angelina Hinjose 
Chris Hopkins 
Karmyn Johnson 
Anil Kalia 
Kevin Kitchingham 
Lily Kong 
Jane Krivich 
Teresa Laxamana 
Douglas Leach 
Brian Lee 
- Mary Lewis 
Tony Li 

Christina Lopez 
Danielle Machi 
David Malman 
Aimee Mancha 
Pam Manthis 
Lara Margravite 
Roxanne Martinez 
Amber McChesney-Y 
Anastacia Mendoza 
Christina Merlos 
MaryAnn Montoya 
Tom Morrisey 
Ivan Navarro 
Kristen Nelson 
Consejo Niego 
Rober Nygard 
Samantha Pallas ’ 
Cora Pascua 
Carlos Poma 
Angelina Quintana 
Eduardo Ramirez 
Marliz Ranirez 
Monica Reynoso 
Tom Richard 
Julia Riddell 
Bonnie Roberts 
Anthony Romero 
Erin Roscoe 
Peter Rothblatt 
Rich Russo 
Ricilyn Sanchez 
Carren Shagley 
Mike Silva 
Tiffany Sim 
John Smith 
Claire-Maya Smith 
Drew Smith 
Langston Smith 
Neil Smith 
Betty Soriano 
Alexandra Souza 
Martha Stein 
Florence Tabora 
Yadira Vaez 
Gregory Valdez 
Claire van Zeverin 
Tarriel Vernon 
Tess Volanth 
Margaret Vuong 
Rachel Walker 


Nancy Webber 
John Wes sel 
Tanya Wiscerith 
Raymond Wong 
Yvette Yambao 
Julia Yim 

Excelsior Action 
Group 

Darlene Anaya 
Martha Arnaud 
Ines Ascencio 
Mark Buck 

Cafe Mama and Team 
Jean Caroll 
Yvette Ceragioli 
Amy Cohen 
Sid Corrales 
Julian Cripps 
Steven Currier 
Grace D'Anca 
Claudia DeCost 
Rick DeCost 
Susan Dente 
Sharon Eberhardt . 

Scott Falcone 
Jean Feilmoser 
Albert Futol Jr. 

Oscar Gonzalez 
Chuck Goodman 
Ruth Grabowski 
Gia Grant 
Diana Grow 
Susan Grow 
Guadalupe Hall 
Michael Hall 
Bill Hanke 
Al Harris 
Mary Harris 
James Hays 
Wayne Hemer 
Matthew Householder 
Victoria Kamilez 
Kathryn Kathman 
Richard Kowalski 
Thaddeus Laffitte 
Benjamin Leclear 
Mr.& Mrs. Ledo 
Lonna Lee 
Doly Mah & Ken 

Rosenburg 
Maxine Mariucci 
Robert Marquez 
Alejandra Martinez 
Julio Martinez 
John McGirr 
Michael Meadows 
Renee Meschini 
Thomas Murphy 
Bill Nelson 
Jill Pfeiffer 

Tito and Sharon Piansay 
Cat Pierucci • 

Ray Recio 
Alam Siegel 
Anita Silvers 
Lendra Swan 
Peter Tenenbaum 
Korene Tom 
Julio Torriente 
Judson True 

Justine Underhill & David 
Mauroff 

Guillermo Valdespino 
Lawrence Velasquez 
Jennifer Vellutini 
Suling Wang 
Aly Young 

Excelsior Festival 

Martha Arnaud 
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Ines Ascendo 
Jennifer Ballard 
Paul Calloway 
Vicky Carey 
Rosario Cervantes 
Paul Chignell 
Claudine 
Amy Cohen 
Jorge Cordero 
Grace D'anca 
Claudia Decost 
Kathleen Diohep 
Sharon Eberhardt 
Jean Ellingsen 
Jean Feilmoser 
Cecilia Garcia 
Marta Granados 
Oscar Grande 
Gia Grant 


Terry Gwiazdowski 
Guadalupe Hall 
Al Harris 
Mary Harris 
Cecilia Herrera 
Ronald Jones 
Andrea Juarez 
Kathryn Kathman 
Ben LeClear 
Reverend Lonna Lee 
Albert Mabutas 
Ashley Mabutas 
Pat Mabutas 
Tom Mabutas 
Alejandrina Martinez 
Julio Martinez 
Maria Miranda 
Cristina Mitra 
Viola Morris 


Tom Murphy 
Bill Nelson 
Rey Obispo 
Dianah Osuna 
Jill Pfeiffer 
Elizabeth Quandt ■ 

Johana Quandt 
Roy Recio 
Gerardo Sandoval 
Neil Smith 
Peter Tenenbaum 
Jody Villa 
Eddy Wedertz 
•Helen White 
Nora White 
Patience White 
Winston White 
Tarik Xigetachen 
Aly Young ■ 
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escolar (SFUSD) considerar Paul Revere como cuando la biblioteca cierre por obras. 


local potencial para la preescuela. 

La Comisión también anuncio que los costos 
proyectados para el nuevo diseño de la bib¬ 
lioteca, el cual aumenta el espacio para la 
Biblioteca infantil, ofrece baños y ascensores 
accesibles para personas en sillas con ruedas, 
una estructura sísmica, un espacio de trabajo 
seguro para los bibliotecarios, un área para 
programación y un área para adolescentes- 
sobrepasa el presupuesto por un millón de 
dolares. Para que la renovación caiga dentro 
del presupuesto, el bibliotecario de la ciudad 
Paul Underwood recomendó que se cortará el 
nuevo espacio y que se volviera a hacer el dis¬ 
eño de manera a maximizar el espacio y los 
servicios de la biblioteca. 

Stephen Santos Rico, el director del 
Departamento para el desarrollo infantil y los 
estudios familiales de City College, el cual se 
encarga de llevar los siete programas preesco¬ 
lares gratuitos de la ciudad, fue la luz brillante 
durante de la audienca cuando presentó los 
últimos desarrollos en cuanto a la búsqueda de 
un lugar permanente para la Preescuela de 
Bernal. City College ha estado buscando 
locales alternativos para la preescuela desde 
agosto. Primero en la lista está la escuela Paul 
Revere, la cual está casi totalmente accesible 
pora personas descapacitadas y tiene espacio 
adicional, equipamiento y servicios de apoyo 
para familias de bajos ingresos. Todo esto va 
de acuerdo con la misión de la preescuela. Un 
elemento especial del programa preescolar de 
City College es que los padres participan de 
manera activa en el aprendizaje y el desarrol¬ 
lo de sus niños. Una colaboración con Paul 
Revere sería muy buena, ya que los niños Je 
algunas familias seguirán estudiando en la 
escuela después. 

Los fondos de la parte llamada Preescuela 
Para Todos de la Proposición H propuesta por 
el Supervisor Torn Ammiano serán disponibles 
dentro de poco, y Bernal Heights se encuentra 
en el área postal prioritario durante el año 
piloto de la ejecución del programa. A partir 
de septiembre, Preescuela para todos permi¬ 
tirá que los niños de cuatro años vayan a la 
preescuela. De momento, la preescuela de 
Bernal permite acepta a veinte niños de cua¬ 
tro años a tiempo parcial. Gracias al nuevo 
programa, la preescuela de Bernal ofrecerá 
espacios a más familias de bajos ingresos, lo 
cual será una grand ayuda para las familias 
de BernaL 

Aunque todavía es posible que la prees¬ 
cuela vuelva en la biblioteca, la posibilidad de 
localizarla en un lugar permanente con acceso 
durante todo el día en una escuela donde hay 
otros niños es una gran atracción. La escueb 
Paul Revere tiene el espacio necesario para 
que la preescuela acepte a más niños gracias 
al progrma Escuelas para todos- y la prees¬ 
cuela sólo tendrá que desplazarse una vez 


El Candler de City College, Philip Day, y 
Dr. Arlene Ackerman, la Jefa del. Distrito 
escolar de San Francisco, discutirán sobre.el 
asunto de la preescuela de Bemal en la 
Escuela Paul Revere. Por favor, mánden un 
email a bernalneighbors@earthlink.net con 
su nombre y su dirección si quisieran ser 
incluidos en una Carta de apoyo dirigida a 
Dr. Ackerman para la formalización de la 
colaboración con Bemal Preschool lo más 
pronto posible. ■ 

t 

Informe de Aburguesamiento 

El primero de marzo, residentes y organi¬ 
zadores comunitarios de Bemal Heights se 
¡untaron para hablar del aburguesamiento, 
un asunto que enfadó a mucha gente. 

Como ya se ha dado en muchos vecindarios 
de San Francisco, en Bemal se 
POR está viendo un aumento del 

MONICA costo del alojamiento. Entre 

JENSEN enero 2004 y diciembre 

2005, las ventas de casas en 
el área postal 94110 (el cual incluye la Misión) 
subieron de un promedio de $661,000 a 
promedio de $798,000, según datos del con¬ 
dado, un aumento de 21 por ciento. 

Éste es un precio que muchos no pueden 
pagar. Según un informe de la ciudad, el 26 
por ciento de las familias en San Francisco 
todavía gana menos del- 50 por ciento del 
sueldo mediano de la región. 

Los más de trenta residentes de Bemal y 
los empleados del BHNC que participáron en 
la Convocación habláron de varios asuntos, 
desde la consternación debida a la pérdida 
de diversidad hasta la alegría que haya dis¬ 
minuido el crimen. El desarrollo del corredor 
comercial de la calle Cortland fue percibido 
por muchos de manera positiva. 

Para iniciar el evento y establecer el tono, 
los empleados del BHNC pidieron a los par¬ 
ticipantes colgar en una pared y de manera 
anónima sus anticipaciones acerca del even¬ 
to y sus dudas en cuanto al aburguesamien¬ 
to en Bemal, de manera a dejarles atrás sim- 
bolicaménte durante el resto de la noche. 

"Habrán discusiones fuertes", escribió una 
persona. "Esta conversación no llevará a ningún 
lado. Se han quejado del aburguesamiento 
durante décadas y sin embargo no cambia 
nada". "Déjenlo ser", escribió otra persona. 

La Convocación, definida como grupo de 
personas reunidas tras un llamamiento, fue la 
primera de su estilo en el Centro. Sin embar¬ 
go unos días antes de la reunión, Amber 
Picou, la Directora del Departamento de 
organización comunitaria del BHNC y la 
organizadora del evento, sabía que había 
causado algo de conmoción. Algunos le 
pusieron la presión para que cancelára el 
evento. "A la gente no le gusta la palabra 
aburguesamiento. Pero no me importa. Sólo 
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COACH CHARLOTTE 

Life Coach 
fLtñ&fá TrcUvier 


Mórrwng' Workouts 

Monday - frCday 
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ViStt 
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415.596.6535 
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aÍce 

Royal Latex Paint 

• 25 year durability o Thousands of colors 
o One coat coverage • Mildew resistant 
o stain resistant • Non-yellowing 
o Colorfast o Computer color matching 


$5 OFF 


Any gallon of Ace Royal Latex 
Paint now through May 


III II 


offer valid withcouson only * ore coupon per customs- ¡III 
$2» tfanssfxtfjdfiri • nfier expires ty-si/ifi * Msw Hemal loymsl fill 
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3312 Mission St. 

(at 29th near Safeway) 

647-8700 


956 Cole Stieet 2254 Polk Street 70 Fourth Street 

(tw l wi B l&l Si Purr'tfeMfc} (4 Steeri SL an RuJM Jill) (attwetan Ws&n & Mdrkri) 

753-2653 674-8913 777-4400 













12 New Bernal Journal 


April/May 2005 


NBJ EN ESPAÑOL 

es una palabra", dijo Picou en una conver¬ 
sación telefónica después de la renuión. "Por 
Dios, sólo es un asunto. He organizado con¬ 
vocaciones más dificiles que ésta. Pensaba 
que ésta iba a ser fácil." 

"Llegué para hablar del aburguesamien¬ 
to," dijo Bill Sorro, un residente de Bernal 
desde hace cuarenta años y un miembro del 
BHNC desde mucho tiempo. Los blancos 
siempre piensan que la cosas deberían 
favorecerles. Tenemos que examinar eso", 
dijó a un público mayorilariamente blanco. 
A nosotros la gente de color siempre se nos 
da menos que lo que merecemos." 

Joseph Smooke, el Director del 
Departamento de qlojamiento del BHNC y 
uno de los cinco moderadores de pequeños 
grupos, pensaba que las discusiones iban a 
ser mucho más calientes. "Esa era la inten¬ 
ción, Usted sabe, poner a la gente un poco 
incomoda. Pero añadió un poco desilusiona¬ 
do, "esperaba, en general, que hubiera 
mucho más discusión; un entendimiento más 
profundo de lo que es realmente el aburgue¬ 
samiento y de como abarcar el problema." 

"El asunto me enfadó, y también que 
usaran esa palabra," dijo el propietario Joe 
Porcoro después de la reunión. "Están uti¬ 
lizando la palabra equivocada [...] ¿Saben 
ellos el número de personas pobres o de per¬ 
sonas de color que han sido desalojadas? Yo 
no pienso que este pasando." 

Michael Miller-Quintana coincidió con Don 
Porcoro: "Yo pienso que el término es politica¬ 
mente y emocionalmente cargado, y que es 
presumptuoso usarlo." Don Miller-Quintana y 
Don Porcoro, quienes residen desde más de 
trenta años en Bernal Heights, piensan qué el 
BHNC tiene motivos ulteriores por querer tener 
esa conversación. "Pienso que tienen miedo 
perder su razón de existir", dijo Porcoro. 

El descontento de la gente era palpable, 
sea por no poder encontrar maneras de mit¬ 
igar el desplacamiento de algunos residentes 
de Bernal por nuevos residentes más adiner¬ 
ados, o por no poder definir el aburgue¬ 
samiento, o por la falta de diversidad étnica 
en los participantes. Al final de la tarde, la 
gente se sintió insatisfecha por no haber 
encontrado soluciones y preguntó, "¿Qué 
hacemos ahora? ¿Qué se puede hacer? 
¿Cómo podemos cuidar a la gente de Bernal 
Heights? ¿Cómo vamos a mantener la diver¬ 
sidad étnica?" "El aburguesamiento no se va 
a ir mañana", dijo Jeff Daniels al público. 
"No se puede parar. Es natural." 

Picou tiene planeado organizar otras reuniones 
acerca de algunos de los asuntos debatidos. ■ 


Monica Jensen es 

una reportera estudiante para SFSU. 


Un mensaje del Capitán 
Chignell, Estación de policía 
del Ingleside 

El Departamento de Policía de San Francisco ha 
estrenado un nuevo programa según el cual los 
agentes de policía caminarán más frecuente¬ 
mente en b comunidad durante sus tumos. 

La Jéfa Heather Fong ha mandado que todo 
agente que maneje un carro salga del carro 
durante su tumo y camine durante una signifi¬ 
cante porción de tiempo en áreas indicadas en 
cada uno de bs distritos policiales. La razón 
dada por ese nuevo programa es que permitirá 
a los agentes comunicar más con bs residentes 
y bs comerciantes. También es un axioma en el 

un carro. El Departamento no tiene ilusiones de 
que se pueda hacer todo nuestro trabajo a piés, 
porque todavía necesitamos tener movilidad 
para responder a las llamadas de servicio y a 
bs incidentes críticos, pero el programa nos 
permitirá acercamos a la comunidad que servi¬ 
mos y que paga nuestros sobrios. 


trabajo de la policía que un agente observa 
much más cuando camina que cuando está en 


w | I want to help Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
I05J Center continue to serve my community! 

□ $15-49 Regular Membership □ $250 
Neighborhood Center Advocate 

« □ $50-99 Supporting Membership □ $500 Neighborhood Center Sustainer 

□ $100-249 Neighborhood Center Friend O $1000 Neighborhood Center Sponsor 

□ $1.00 Youth Membership (under 18) 

□ $5.00 Seniors/Low-income Membership 

$_ Other 

I am paying by: check credit card * 

Visa MC #___ - _ 

Exp. Date_/_ 


Name 

Address 


City State Zip 

Telephone-day .Telephone-evening 

E-mail 

My employer has a matching gift program. A corporate matching form is enclosed. 
Name of employer 

□ I am interested in learning about volunteer opportunities. 

□ I am interested in learning about Planned Giving opportunities. 

O I have remembered the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center in my will. 

Other Ways You Can Helpl 

■ Make a United Way Donor Choice gift. Just fill in BHNC's code #928683 on the 
United Way pledge form. 

■ For federal workers, the Combined Federal Campaign is the program through which 
you designate your United Way gift. 

■ Multiply your gift with a matching contribution from your employer. 

■ Donate used items to our thrift store, Gifts on the Hill, 51 3 Cortland Ave. 

■ Donate resale items to Community Thrift Store, Valencia between 17th and 18th 
Streets, and designate BHNC (acct# 243) as the beneficiary. 

■ When you shop at Cole Hardware, Mission and 29th Street, tell them you want 
BHNC (acct# 515) to get 10% from your purchase. 

■ Consider including the BHNC in your estate planning. Call (415) 206-2140, ex. 161 to 
discuss how. Return to: Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, 515 Cortland Ave., SF, 
CA 94110. 
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Bernal Height 
Neighbor 
Real Estat 


IV Jennifer Tueei, a licensed Real Estate Agent 

liFil' ú member qf the Brovrri Bear Reilly family. 
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a free market analysis, stop by my office 
on Saturday afternoons 1 -Ipiii. jr cjjve me cali: 

11 oak ferv.-ard :q meeting you and helping you 
witi all your real estate questions. 

000 0O0 0000 
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El Distrito de Policía del Ingleside es el más 
grande distrito policial de San Francisco. 
Hemos designado ciertas áreas donde los 
agentes tendrán que caminar. Estas incluyen la 
calle Mission entre César Chavez y Cortland, 
la Misión entre Silver y Geneva, y las calles 
Cortland, Leland, Sunnydale, Glen Park y 
Church. Por favor saluden a los agentes cuan¬ 
do los vean pasar- ¡ellos también deberían de 
saludarles a Ustedes! ■ 

El proyecto ENCoRe mantiene 
limpia la calle Misión 

Aunque haya sido difícil mantener una pres¬ 
encia constante en la calle Misión durante la 
temporada de lluvias, los 
POR socios de ENCoRe están 

CRISTY trabajando muy duro para 

JOHNSTON < T ue ca ^ e M' s '° n en 

Excelsior sea un lugar 
limpio para vivir y llevar un 
negocio. Tal vez recuerda el que año pasado 
recaudámos fondos para continuar el servicio 
de limpieza con vapor de las aceras, lo cual es 
particularmente difícil en esta calle dada la 
cantidad de basura, gente y palomas. 

Desde principios de marzo, la compañía 
que contratámos para proveer ese servicio 
ha estado limpiando las aceras para man¬ 
tener atractivo nuestro corredor comercial. La 
limpieza con vapor empezó oficialmente el 
primero de marzo en frente del Mercado 
Silver-Mission en la esquina suroueste de 
Silver y Mission. A partir de allí, el trabajo 
continuará hasta la calle Rolph, una cuadra 
al sur dé Geneva, y regresará para limpiar 
todo el lado este de la calle Mission. 

Omari Williams, quien es el gerente de 
Curves en la Ocean y Persia, piensa que es 
una buena manera de empezar la formación 
de una comunidad más fuerte y unida: "Es 
muy bueno que los comerciantes y los resi¬ 
dentes estén trabajando ¡untos y apoyando 
ese proyecto, pero pienso que el elemento 
que falta son los jóvenes. ¿Cómo podemos 
involucrar a los jóvenes en ese proceso?" 

Buena pregunta. Los socios de ENCoRe y 
los comerciantes están tratando de establecer 
una colaboración con los estudiantes de 
Balboa High School y del Greater Mission 
Consortium, nuestro centro juvenil, para 
encontrar soluciones a los problemas que se 
dan en la calle Mission, como el importante 
aumento de vandalismo por medio de grafiti 
en las propriedades públicas y privadas. 

Dados los recientes recortes en los servicios 
proveídos por la Ciudad, estamos trabajando 
para maximizar bs fondos existentes por medio 
de una colaboración con el personal de 
limpieza de la ciudad. El Departamento de 
otwas públicas (DPW) ha sido muy proactívo en 
cuanto al mantenimiento de la limpieza de las 
aceras entre las cuatro grandes limpiezas 
anuales efectuadas por la compañía que hemos 
contratado. Esta colaboración entre actores 
públicos y privados puede servir de modelo 
para otros vecindarios que tienen dificultades 
en complementar los servicios proveídos por la 
Ciudad. El recaudo de fondos locales y la coor¬ 
dinación de servicios privados con los escasos 
servicios ofrecidos por la ciudad nos permite 
maximizar los servicios disponibles en los vecin¬ 
darios de San Francisco. 

Una de bs cosas muy buenas que ha salido del 
proyecto de reritalizoción de b calle Mission es el 
aumento de b participación comunitaria para 
sostener ira variedad de actividades de mejo¬ 
ramiento. Gracias al ap>oyo financiero que nos ha 
dado b comunidad, hemos podido dar seguimien¬ 
to a nuestros servicios de limpieza. Si b gustaria 
colaborar con este proyecto para mantener limpa 
y belb b calle Mission, por favor llámenos. Núnoa 
es demasiado tempxano para empjezara pensar al 
año que viene. Al ¡untarse con nosotros. Usted hará 
posible que nuestro vecindario se quede limpta y 
atractivo para todos. ■ 
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CORTLAND HAPPENINGS 


24 Hour Access to Bernal Heights Real Estate 



415.345.2597 


Updated every Friday by 2 p.m. 

Beat the crowd. Get die most up to 'date new including new listings and recent ules 
in your neighborhood every week! 

. SUHL CHIN 

Pacific Union GMAC Real Estate 
Bernal Heights Resident Ó- Realtor 
601 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco, CA 94102 
415-345.2554 
schjn{g>pacunion.com 
www.subJchin.com 


^ Paula Frazer Handwoven*^* 

- yarn, weaving, knitting supply and classes - 
324 Cortland Avenue 
San Francisco, CA. 94110 
PH: 415-282-YARN 
Hours - Sat & Sun 12 to 5 
email: paula@paulafinzer.com 
website: www.paulafirazer.com/weaving 


RECYCLE 

Household Batteries 


at a location near you... 



LIBRARY NEWS 

First, I would like to thank all the commu¬ 
nity members who testified and sent let¬ 
ters and e-mails to the Library 
Commission about our renovation plans 
and the preschool. 

At the March 17 Commission meeting, 
there was public comment on all sides of 
the issues. The Bond 
BY Manager gave an overview 

LISA of the project and showed 

DUNSETH how the preschool may 

have been able to fit into 
the renovated library under the early 
plans with an addition. However, the city 
attorney explained that under the condi¬ 
tions of the library bond, the City College 
Preschool could not have exclusive use of 
a portion of the library (as they do now) 
without paying for their space, as well as 
for a percentage of the overall building 
renovation. Stephen Santos Rico, repre¬ 
senting City College, testified that they are 
committed to staying in Bernal Heights 
and are continuing to search for an 
appropriate location for the preschool. 

The Commission voted to proceed 
with designing the Bernal library reno¬ 
vation for library services only, and will 
continue to explore possible options for 
joint usé with the City College Preschool, 
contingent on the availability of addi¬ 
tional funding. The Commission urged 
the San Francisco Unified School District 
(SFUSD) to make space available at Paul 
Revere Elementary School for the pre¬ 
school and City College to add construc¬ 
tion funding for the preschool to their 
upcoming bond measure. 

Commission President Charles 
Higueras encouraged preschool activists 
to refocus their impressive advocacy cam¬ 
paign on the City College officials who 
are fiscally responsible for the preschool. 
He also suggested they approach the 
SFUSD as Paul Revere currently has 
vacant classroom space, and with their 
new Dream School designation, an 
expansion of services is being considered 
there. Commissioners did not rule out the 
possibility of the preschool returning to 
the library, provided City College could 
come up with construction funding. 

Over the past year there has been a 
dramatic rise in construction costs which 
has put the estimated price of the Bernal 
renovation design about $1 million over 
budget. To constrain costs, the library is 
considering eliminating the addition and 
reducing the size of the Program Room, 
while still moving an expanded 
Children's Area downstairs and creating 
a new Teen Area upstairs. We look for¬ 
ward to showing the community these 
new plans for input in the coming months 
and continuing the discussion about our 
branch renovation. 

For more information, check our Web 
site, www.sfpl.org, or call Mindy linetzky 
at the Branch Library Improvement 
Program (BLIP) at 415-557-4354. ■ 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

P &T PUPPET THEATER presents Pirates! The 
Pie Rafs of Penn's Aunt!, Wed., April 6, 4 p.m. 

SOPHIE'S CRAFTS, Wed., April 13 and 
May 11,4 p.m. 

MAGIC DAN: A Magic Show with 
Humor, Wed., April 27, 4 p.m. 

CASCADA de FLORES, Thu., May 12, 4 

i P m - 

JUGGLING TORNADO, Wed., May 18, 
4 p.m. 


ONGOING PROGRAMS 

Preschool Storytime, Thursdays^ 11 a.m., 
ages 3-5. 

Origami Club, Saturday, April 2 and ^ 
May 7, 2:00 p.m.; all ages are welcome. 

Book Club will meet to discuss PIGS IN 
HEAVEN by Barbara Kingsolver, Thu., April 
28, 4 p.m. and DON QUIXOTE by Miguel 
de Cervantes, Thu., May 26, 4 p.m.-every¬ 
one welcome. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Jasmin: THE THIEF LORD by Cornelia Funke. 
Hannah: I'll BE WATCHING YOU by 
Andrea Kane. Kristie: SHE'S COME 
UNDONE by Wally Lamb. Usa: GRAVEDIG¬ 
GER'S COTTAGE by Chris Lynch and THE 
FUTURE OF ICE by Gretel Ehrlich. 
Marianne: THE CHRISTMAS TRAIN by 
David Baldacci. Sylvie: THE BOOKSELLER 
OF KABUL by Ásne Seierstad and PERSE- 
POUS 2 by Marjane Satrapi. 

All programs at the library are free and 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library and 
the Gabriel Sharing Fund. Call 355-2810 
for more information. 

BERNAL YOGA UT SERIES 

Geri Doran and Lysley Tenorio will headline 
the Spring Reading of the Bernal Yoga 
Literary Series on Saturday, April 30. They 
will be joined by four local writers. 

Geri Doran's first book, Resin, won the 
2004 Walt Whitman Award from the 
Academy of American Poets and will be 
published by LSU Press in spring 2005. 
Her poems have appeared most recently in 
The New Republic, The Virginia Quarterly 
Review, and The Atlantic Monthly. 

Lysley Tenorio has published stories in 
The Atlantic Monthly, Ploughshares, The 
Chicago Tribune, and Manoa. His story 
"Monstress" was nominated for a 2004 
National Magazine Award, and he is fin¬ 
ishing his first collection of stories. 

The event runs from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Bernal Yoga on Cortland (at Andover). 
There is a $5 suggested donation to help 
coverexpenses.www.bernalyoga.com ■ 

MUSIC ON THE HILL 

On Sunday, May 1, the eclectic quartet 
Davka plays at St. Kevin's Church as part 
of the Music on the Hill series. Davka, 
whose music is a diverting combination of 
Gypsy, jazz, klezmer, and Middle Eastern 
folk, has performed throughout the Bay 
Area, nationally, and internationally in 
both folk festivals and classical concerts. 
Tickets to the concert cost $12 (students 
and seniors $7). St. Kevin's is at 704 
Cortland (at Ellsworth). Doors open at 
6:30. To reserve tickets at the door, call 
820-1429 or e-mail mothmuse@aol.com. 
Website: www.musiconthehill.org ■ 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 

On Sunday, May 1, the Blood Centers of the 
Pacific will be holding a Community Blood 
Drive at St. Kevin's Religion Center, on the 
corner of Anderson and Jarboe streets. All 
Bernal residents aged sixteen and over and 
weighing at least 110 pounds are invited to 
show up between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. with a 
photo ID. Most people on regular medica¬ 
tions still make great donors. 

Bay Area hospitals depend on blood 
drives to maintain a readily available sup¬ 
ply of blood for regular operations as well 
as emergency procedures. Be a hero to 
yourself and your community and donate 
blood that could save a life. ■ 


Richmond & Sunset 

Universal Electric: 1551 Clement al 17tti Ave. 
Progress Hardware: 724 Irving St. al 8th Ave. 

Russian Hill/Nob Hill/Tenderloin 

Brownie's Hardware: 1563 Polk al Sacramento St. 
Cole Hardware: 2254 Polk St. at.Green St. 

Mission & Bernal Heights 

Cole Hardware: 3312 Mission at 29th St. 

Haight & Cole Valley 

Cole Hardware: 956 Cole at Parnassus Ave. 
Roberts Hardware: 1629 Haight at Clayton St. 

Castro & Noe Valley 

Ace Handyman: 2075 Market at 14th St. 

Civic Center & Hayes Valley 

Dept, of the Environment, EcoCenter: 

11 Grove at Market St. 


Potrero Hill/SOMA/Mission Bay 

Appliance Sales: 840 Folsom at 4th St. 

Cole Hardware: 70 4th St. at Mission St. 

Rainbow Grocery: 1745 Folsom at Division St. 

Portóla & Visitación Valley 

SF Recycling & Disposal: 501 Tunnel at Recycle Rd. 

Marina & Cow Hollow 

Fireside Camera: 2117 Chestnut St. at Steiner St. 
Fredericksen Hardware: 3029 Fillmore al Union St. 

Downtown/Chinatown 

Charity Cultural Services Center: 

827 Stockton at Sacramento St. 

Financial District Ace Hardware 
140 Pine St.at Front St. 


Household Batteries can also be dropped off at 
all San Francisco Walgreens Stores. 

Call 1 -800-WALGREENS for a store near you! 





SF Environment 


Our honM. Our dfy, Otr piunar. 


For more information about FREE hazardous waste disposal, 
log on to sfenvironmem.com or call us al 415.355.3700. 
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YOUTH DANCE CLASSES 


IN POTRERO HILL! 


Metro City Dance is enrolling NOW! 
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Ages 3 years to 18 Years 
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30 Youth & 60 Adult * n 

Classes to Choose From 


/D7, 
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FUN forthe WHOLE FAMILY! 

>**'’*' ^Sm 

1830 17TH Street @ Deharo, 415-252-9000 
www.metronomedancecenter.com 



3 "I hate Wussy ice cream... 1 


mudslinger 1 , 

freeze 


Frozen Dessert 


Dairy-Free. Vegan. Not-Wussy. 





MaggieMüdd 

903 cortland ave. www.maggiemudd.com 


we design 

your perfect outdoor space 

tailored to your lifestyle & 

the spirit of your home 
r 
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LIQUIDAMBAR 

^ CARDEN DESIGN 


Katey Mulligan, APLD ^15.920.9625 
katey(ci:li quídam bar. b¡¿ www.liquidarribar.biz 
kmc. d Professional .anttoi Dwignpri, California l andsrape fonlrartofs kmc. 


BERNAL SCHOOLS 


LEONARD R. FLYNN 

Flynn Elementary is having an exciting and 
very busy spring. We congratulate teacher 
Katrina Madsen, who recently 
BY received her National Board 

BETH Certification, making Flynn a 

THEW school with one of the highest 
concentrations of Board-certified 
teachers in the district. We are also proud of 
two fifth-grade students who received prizes in 
an essay contest for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

On March 2, Dr. Seuss turned 101 and we 
celebrated with Family Literacy Night. We fol¬ 
lowed that with our first Annual Read-a-Thon. 
The entire school is busy reading to raise money 
for more literacy materials in our classrooms. 
Family Movie Day was March 19, with families 
gathering in the newly painted cafeteria to watch 
Shark Tales. Flynn Choir, comprising third-, 
fourth-, and fifth-graders, wowed everyone at 
our Black History Assembly and has several 
community performances planned this spring. 

Carnival is also on the mind of our school 
community. All students at Flynn are currently 
taking dance weekly, with the third-through- 
fifth-graders practicing for their participation 
in San Francisco's Carnival Parade. Prior to 
Carnival, we will all come together for the 
Annual Multicultural Picnic on May 14. Please 
feel free to come and visit our school commu¬ 
nity and see for yourself all of the exciting 
things happening. Tours are Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings, or can be arranged by 
contacting Anne Colpitts at 695-5770. ■ 

PAUL REVERE 

Carnival comes to San Francisco in May with 
the street fair and parade on Sunday of 
Memorial Day Weekend. On 
BY Friday, Paul Revere starts the fes- 
LAURA tivities early with the Latino 

PARKER Heritage Assembly at 10:30 

a.m. in the cafeteria. Students 
from all grades perform for the school and 
larger community. 

•In the afternoon, the festivities move out to 
the yard. There are booths run by teachers and 
students with games, face painting, and chal¬ 
lenges on the upper yard. Families have food 
sales on the lower yard. There are new surpris¬ 
es each year: In the past, a dunking booth fea¬ 
turing the school secretary; a bouncy jumper, 
and performances from the James Lick Middle 
School parade group have been featured. 

Also in May, fifth-grade teacher Gina 
Rothman will direct students in the perform¬ 
ance of the Roman play. Haunted House. She 
has directed students in Romeo and Juliet and 
A Midsummer Nights Dream. 

Come celebrate with Paul Revere this spring! 
Call 695-5656 for more information. ■ 

JUNIPERO SERRA 

Thanks to a Title V grant, Junipero Serta has 
come together as a learning community. The 
title of the grant is Eat Together, Read Together, 
and that is exactly what has been going on at 
J. Serra. The second monthly 
BY dinner in March combined 
math and folktales. Guest 
SAUNDERS rea< J er Bernal Heights 
Children's Librarian Jasmin 
Springer read the book A Crain of Rice by 
Demi. The main character, Roni, receives a 
reward from the rajah of India. For thirty days, 
she gets double the amount of rice, starting 
with one grain on the first day. What a thrill it 
was to see families working together, with 
whiteboards in hand, to calculate the billions of 
grains of rice she receives. 

Laura Saunders, Brian Long, and Morita 
Pagan, also of the Gladstone Institute, sup¬ 
ported students and their families with read¬ 
ing and math activities. Volunteers from 
AT&T Louisa Lam, Sandy Sherwin, and 
Teresa Ono helped with library-book check¬ 
out, photography, and dinner set-up. 

The April dinner theme is nutrition and 


the May dinner theme is reading games. We 
want to also thank the Children's Book 
Project for their many book donations and 
help in building our students' home libraries. 

The San Francisco Symphony will perform 
at J. Serra in May. We would like to invite 
members of the neighborhood community to 
join our school community. Please call 695- 
5685 to reserve your free tickets! ■ 

J. Serra's Arts and Crafts Fair 

Junipero Serra Elementary School Arts & 
Crafts Fair at the Bernal 
BY Heights Neighborhood Center 

KIM was a great success, bringing 

HARRIS together members of the local 

community and the J. Serra 
community to enjoy an evening of art. The 
event raised nearly $3,000 for school arts 



Quite the hubbub at the Arts and Crafts 
Fair organized by Junipero Serra at the 
BHNC. 


programs and gave students an opportunity 
to display their talent in a public venue. 
Sophie's Funtastic Soirees helped to provide 
exciting crafts for all the children who 
attended, and were so popular they were 
overflowing into the corridor. Many auction 
items were donated by local artists, includ¬ 
ing the stunning San Francisco Skyline scene 
by Junipero Serra student Olivia Quevedo 
and her father Jason Quevedo. 

Junipero Serra PTA wishes to thank all 
the people who attended, donated, and 
helped out at the event; the list is too long 
to thank everyone here, but you know who 
you are! ■ 

GUIDED LITERACY MEETINGS 
FOR FLYNN TEACHERS 

For the second consecutive year, L.eonard 
Flynn has been awarded a San Francisco 
Education Fund Grant of 

BY $7,000 so teachers can 

HECTOR have Guided Literacy 

LEE, NBCT Meetings once a month 

throughout the year. The 

award pays for teacher stipends, snacks, 
and professional books. 

The meetings are an opportunity for teach¬ 
ers to share their literacy practices on video¬ 
tape with other teachers. Videotaping one's 
practice can be intimidating, but many teach¬ 
ers have volunteered. The videos demonstrate 
literacy a literacy practice, and teachers 
explain their thinking to their colleagues. 
Other teachers have the opportunity to learn, 
ask questions, and offer suggestions. 
Interesting discussions ensue. The objective of 
the meetings is to improve teachers' practice 
in order to engage student learning and 
improve the student achievement. 

Teachers use the meetings to analyze 
assessments and bring in student assess¬ 
ments to discuss communally what the 
assessments indicate and what the subse¬ 
quent instruction should be. 

The third aspect of the meetings is 
reading and discussing professional 
books. The teachers are reading selected 
chapters from Strategies that Work and 
Mosaic of Thought, which both affirm and 
challenge our the thinking and practice. It 
is an opportunity for the teachers to reflect 
about on their teaching in a collaborative 
manner in order to improve the learning at 
Flynn. ■ 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR 

Quintín Rodriguez finds meaning in art after a serious accident. 


BY 

NINA 

SAZEVICH 


When Quintin Rodriguez was a kid ; he 
loved to draw. He also loved to ride his 
skateboard and hang out with his best 
friend Nick. "We did a lot of cartoons," 
Quintin says. "Nick got 
me into it. He showed me 
how to do claymation and 
other stuff. I started think¬ 
ing that when I grew up, maybe I want¬ 
ed to sell my art." 

Now at age 33, Quintin does make and 
sell art at San Francisco's Creativity 
Explored, a visual arts center for adults with 
developmental disabilities. After a serious 
skateboarding accident in his teens left him 
in a coma, Quintin.slowly recovered physi¬ 
cally, and now experiences conditions simi¬ 
lar to many developmental disabilities. 

The lifelong Bernal Heights resident 
has been making art at Creativity 
Explored for almost five years. In that 
time, he has applied his youthful and hip 
street style of drawing to a wide range of 
subjects including more classical, reli- 




One of Quintin's angels. 


Quintín says his art "shows people my 
feelings." 

gious images. "I'm doing some angels," 
he says. "I've been looking at books 
from the Renaissance." 

Quintin's father, Quintin Sr., says his 
son's art has come a long way since joining 
Creativity Explored: 'They push him there, 
and he enjoys it." Quintin agrees: "Being 
here and doing art, I have more perspective 
and I'm getting more into imagery." 

Quintin also loves to garden for the 
Janet Pomeroy Center, sample fruit every 
Saturday at the Alemany Farmers Market, 
go cruising in his brother's car, and travel 
to Puerto Rico to visit family. "Oh, he loves 
to go there," says his father. "Everyone 
pampers him like crazy." 

Drawing, however, continues to be a 


priority for Quintin. "It's important for me 
to make art. It shows people my feelings." 
He pauses and, smiling, adds, "I like sell¬ 
ing it too. What I make, I sell. It shows that 
the art I make is worth something." 

Several of Quintin's pieces will be 
included in Creativity Explored's newest 
exhibition. Aliens: The Green Ones, 
which opens with a reception on April 14 
from 7 to 9 p.m. The gallery is open 
Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and Saturday from 1 to 6 p.m. All 
artwork is available for purchase through 
the gallery, which is located at 3245 16th 
St. in the heart of the Mission District. 

Opened 22 years ago, Creativity 
Explored is a place where art truly 
changes lives. All of the more than 120 
member artists at this nonprofit visual arts 
center have a combination of develop¬ 


mental, psychiatric, and/or physical dis¬ 
abilities. Some have lived a life of previ¬ 
ous isolation or institutionalization. The 
artists come to Creativity Explored from 
countries around the globe and speak a 
wide variety of languages including 
Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, Tagalog, 
Thai, German, French, Arabic, Farsi, and 
English. Many members are unable to 
communicate using spoken words. 

At Creativity Explored, visual art is the 
common language, providing a means 
to share culture, experiences and feeh 
ings. Creativity Explored helps its mem¬ 
bers find their voice through art. 

For more information, call 863-2108 or 
visitwww.creativityexplored.org. ■ 

Nina Sazevich is the public relations 
specialist at Creativity Explored. 
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HOLLY PARK UPDATE 

It's been about nine months since our neighbor¬ 
hood celebrated the Holly Park 
BY renovation project, yet it has not 
EUGENIE reached completion: The build- 

MAREK ln g that houses the bathrooms 

will be replaced, an estimated 
two-month project, beginning this month. 
Portable toilets will be available to park users 
during this time. (A major advantage: these 
facilities will be available daily, while the per¬ 
manent toilets will be locked evenings and 
weekends. Rec & Park Department has no solu¬ 
tion to this citywide problem, so any creative 
solutions are welcome!) 

A glass case for the bulletin board was 
ordered by the section supervisor, Marianne 
Bertuccelli, so that permanent information can 
be posted regarding park usage, permits, and 
how to contact park personnel - but this instal¬ 
lation will await the bathroom completion. 

The spongy surface in the older children's 
playground is cracked and must be replaced. 
There is a disagreement between the city and 
the construction company, A. Ruiz, as to 
where responsibility lies. This is not a safety 
issue, pending replacement. 

Other smaller items include landscaping 
details, installation of electricial outlet, tree 
pruning and playground maintenance. 

Meanwhile, spring will bring more park- 
goers and more activities. Feel free to join 
"One Brick" volunteers on the morning of 
Sunday, April 17 to assist with park sprucing. 
Look ahead to repeat events Outdoor Cinema 
and Jazz Cafe. And Junipero Serra 
Elementary School pupils are looking for some 
adults to help them with tennis, basketball, and 
soccer. Do you have a few hours to volunteer? 

Here's how to get more information: Marianne 
Bertuccelli, Park Section Supervisor. 695-5051, 


Marianne.Bertuccelli@sfgov.org. Judi Mosqueda, 
Renovation Project Manager: 558-4039, 
Judi.Mosqueda@sfgov.org. Junipero Serra School 
(to volunteer): 695-5685. Friends of Holly Park: 
826-0236, or hollyparkfriends@yahoo.com. ■ 

FRANCONIA STAIRWAY NEWS 

The Franconia Stairway has been completed 
and now is continuous from 
BY Rutledge to Montcalm. We 

MIKE have cleared out the ruff 

GALE brush, weeds and overgrown 

blackberries. We will be 

doing a planting of trees with the Friends of 
the Urban Forest on Saturday, April 2, fol¬ 
lowed by a potluck party. We also will plant 
a few clumps of nonspreading bamboo for 
privacy measures for the neighbors and later 
in the spring, we will continue with appropri¬ 
ate plantings in the open areas. We are 
thinking lavender plants and other specimens 
which would offer color and fragrance. We 
are also interested in native plants which 
would be drought-tolerant once established. 
We have secured water from the city to irri¬ 
gate some plants during the late summer dry 
spell. PG&E will place a city light for safety 
and security at night. 

We have had many volunteer landscapers 
who are advising us and offering their serv¬ 
ices. For more information, folks can contact 
me at mike@mikegale.net or 505-6440. ■ 

BERNAL HEIGHTS PRESERVATION 

Streetcar lines on Bernal Heights will be the 

program subject of the 

BY Wednesday, May 1 8 meet- 

PALLADIO i ng of Bernal Heights 

Preservation. A special pres¬ 
entation by railway expert and historian 



Roland Pitschel (center) leads the 
Natural History Walk on the hill. 


Phil Hofman will explore the identification 
and history of the streetcars, companies, 
and locations in Bernal. 

On Mission Street, a car house was built in 
1894, where the Big Lots store is now. 
Streetcar lines into the Bernal neighborhood 
came after 1900. Folsom Street/Precita 
Avenue, Cortland Avenue, and Richland 
Avenue at various times carried the 9, 23, 24, 
and 36 lines. The last streetcar in Bernal 
Heights ran in 1948. 

Bernal residents and friends are invited 
to the meeting to learn about the historical 
high points and to share memories of riding 
the roils. Bring photos, old or new. 

There will also be a BHP meeting on 
Wednesday, April 20, where’we will discuss 
other issues of local historical interest. 
Meetings start at 7 p.m. in the downstairs 
meeting room at the Bernal Branch Library on 
Cortland. For more information, call Gail 
Sansbury at 824-2659 or visit www.bernal 
heightspreservation.org. ■ 


NATURAL HISTORY WALK 

Springtime has come to Bernal Heights Park. 

That officially occurred on the 
BY sunshine-bright afternoon of 

PALLADIO March 13, when our grass¬ 

lands restoration expert 
Roland Pitschel led the non-annual Bernal Hill 
Natural History Walk over the crest of the hill. 
With his California Native Plant Society col¬ 
league Licia De Meo, Roland led an exuber¬ 
ant gang of 42 ramblers up and over the hill, 
identifying flora and fauna along the way. 

The first explanation was about the basic 
bedrock - the upheaval and striations of the 
redrock chert, Then came the animal lore - 
the small underfoot creatures that are active 
in what used to be plain old grassland, 
looked upon by the avian realm that keeps a 
sharp eye on the underfoot creatures - or, in 
other terms, "food." Even our iconic coyote 
was mentioned and yearned for. 

Most of the patrol broke into two groups' 
with their eyes on their shoetops, because that 
is where the native plants are. The varying 
habitats of the hill allowed the group to see 
shooting stars, Johnny-jump-ups, California 
poppies, goldfields, purple needlegrass, and 
several more special plant species. The inva¬ 
sion of the hilll by nonnative plants, which start¬ 
ed with the Spanish cattle ranching, was noted. 
The historic human intervention that changed 
the shape and structure of the hill was decried. 
The grateful band of walkers dispersed with 
farewells of gratitude to Roland and Licia. 

Roland and Barbara Pitschel also lead 
work parties on the. hill as part of the Bernal 
Hilltop Native Grassland Restoration Project. 
The next one will be on Sunday, April 17, at 
1 1 a.m. Bring your own clippers and tools if 
you have them and help control invasive non¬ 
native plants and enjoy the spring wildflow- 
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ers. For more information, call 282-5066 or 
e-mail bpandrp@peoplepc.com. ■ 

MAMAPALOOZA FESTIVAL 

Bernal Heights' Emily Lord — mom by day and 
rock 'n' roller by night - will chair San 
Francisco's first annual Mamapalooza 
Festival, a celebration of moms in music and 
the arts, which kicks off at Slim's in the after¬ 
noon of Saturday, May 14. Mamapalooza is 
a festival dedicated to honoring and celebrat¬ 
ing motherhood by featuring Mom-musicians, 
artists, poets, comics, dancers, and filmmak¬ 
ers. Mamapalooza debuts in San Francisco in 
time to celebrate Mothers' Day 2005. 

Emily is an accomplished singer-songwriter 
about to release Brand New Day, her third 
album of original heartland-rock. The album's 
main theme addresses her recent transition 
from "professional" to "mother" - a subject 
close to her heart since the arrival of her baby 
daughter six months ago. Emily bubbles with 
enthusiasm when she talks about 
Mamapalooza: "We anticipate hosting hun¬ 
dreds of San Franciscans during the festival 
weekend - not only moms but people who love 
them. We welcome families to join us at Slim's 
on Saturday afternoon - so bring your kids!" 

For more information, visit www.mama 
palooza.com, www.emilylord.com or check 
out Cortland stores in May for Emily's album. 

The Slim's show runs from noon to 4:00 
p.m. Tickets cost $10; ages twelve and under 
free. The Little Fox Theatre show starts at 7:00 
p.m. and tickets cost $15. ■ 

CHLOE'S NEW CLOSET 

Bernal parents and kids may already have 
noticed that Chloe's Closet on Cortland has 
expanded to the store next door. Buyer 
Samantha Jones says that the landlady of 



Storyteller Timothy Troy entertained young 
attendees at the VHS health faire. 


the short-lived Three Wishes gift store 
offered them the space when it fell vacant, 
and they jumped at the chance. 

Consignment items for babies and chil¬ 
dren are still accepted at the original store, 
while the new store will concentrate on offer¬ 
ing toys (especially classic wooden toys), 
baby gear, and a wide selection of slings 
(which Samantha says are very popular with 
parents in Bernal!). 

Currently the store has a new shipment of 
Robeez shoes for kids aged 0-2, along with the 
Textile Fetish range of unique handmade patch- 
work clothes for children aged up to 7. ■ 

MURAL AWARENESS MONTH 

The fifteenth annual SF/Bay Area Mural 
Awareness Month is a celebration to increase 
public awareness of new and existing murals, 
promote community mural art, and to honor 
San Francisco and Bay Area muralists. 

On Saturday, May 7, there will be a 
free Mural Awareness Festival in Precita 
Park from 1:00-5:00 p.m. Muralists will 
compete in a Paint-Off, while festivalgo- 
ers can watch a Live Mural Performance 
as guest muralists create a mural onstage. 
Kids can take part in painting, too, while 
everybody enjoys live music and samples 


§ delicious food. Local muralists will also 
5 have booths exhibiting and demonstrating 
their art. 

On Saturday, May 21, Precita Eyes holds 
its 2005 Award Ceremony, Dinner, and 
Dance at Precita Valley Community Center, 
534 Precita Avenue (between Florida and 
Alabama) from 6:30 p.m. to midnight. 
Tickets cost $20. To see a full list of the hon- 
orees, visit www.precitaeyes.org. ■ 

VALENCIA HEALTH FAIRE 

Valencia Health Services held a Public 
Health Faire and Open House on the 
afternoon of 

Wednesday 16 March. 

..... VHS is owned by the 

ADAM . . 

CHRISTENSEN UCSI ‘ Sc , 00 r of 
Nursing and offers a 

pediatric-nurse-manoged clinic serving 
the needs of infants, children, and ado¬ 
lescents. Located at 1647 Valencia Street 
(at Mission), the clinic largely serves 
families from the diverse neighborhoods 
of the Mission and Bernal Heights. 

About 150 people attended the event. 
The day's attractions included one free 
new book for every child attending, gifts 
for the parents, healthy after-school 
snacks, and information tables. Greta 
Macaui from CPMC's Community Health 
Resource Center made healthy smoothies 
for all. Parents were able to learn about 
literacy, asthma, and nutrition at various 
health stations sponsored by VHS 
providers, while children were kept capti¬ 
vated by storyteller Timothy Troy from the 
SF Public Library. 

For more information on the services 
VHS provides, call 647-3666. ■ 



Mayor Newsom Meets ICA 
Students 


Immaculate Conception Academy sen¬ 
iors Yesenia Lacayo and Cecilia Ramirez 
spoke with Mayor Gavin Newsom at a 
press conference on March 3 at Lowell 
High School. As members of Youth 
Initiated Projects, the young women have 
firsthand experience at making funding 
decisions about programs that make a 
difference in the lives of children and 
adolescents. 

The mayor announced the formation 
of a children's policy council which will 
engage young people like Yesenia and 
Cecilia in helping raise the quality of life 
for children in San Francisco. Mayor 
Newsom announced that $850,000 has 
been allocated for this project with a 
goal that San Francisco become a more 
family- and kid-friendly city. ■ 
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The New Bernal Journal welcomes letters 
and submissions from readers. Please write 
to nb¡@bhnc.org or to Editor, New Bernal 
Journal, c/o Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center, 515 Cortland Ave., San Francisco 
94110. Letters may be edited for length. 

Gentrification in Bernal 

Jaime Ross, secretary of the Northwest 
Bernal Alliance, interviewed Charles Bolton, 
past president of the Northwest Bernal 
Alliance, activist and longtime resident. 

JR: What would you say to the idea of ini¬ 
tiating a convocation around the gentrifica¬ 
tion of Bernal Heights? 

CB: I'd say there are many ways to 
improve and enhance our neighborhood 
without introducing an issue guaranteed to 
cause discord. 

JR: What makes Bernal Heights different 
from other neighborhoods when it comes to 
maintaining a balance of quality of life and a 
diverse group of residents? 

CB: For one thing, we have great resources 
- the Elsie Street Plan; the Bernal Heights 
Special Use District, which is an adjunct to the 
SF Residential Guidelines; the Northwest 
Building Review Board; and the East Slope 
Building Review Board, which helps to preserve 
the scale and character of the neighborhood 

JR: How did this all come about? 

CB: Buck Baggot [a founder, board member 
of the BHNC, and Bernal resident] and I began 
to to organize to stop large-scale development 
on Elsie Street and got a moratorium placed on 
it. That's when the first Building Review Board 
was formed. However, that Building Review 
Board lapsed because of the building morato¬ 
rium. Then Buck started work on the Bernal 
Neighborhood Foundation, a member-elected 
board with an annual Congress. The founda¬ 
tion's focus was on affordable housing, gang 
outreach workers, senior services, and other 


neighborhood advocacy programs which cen¬ 
tered on Cortland Avenue. 

When I moved back to the hill, Mission 
Street was being neglected and the residents 
along the finger streets were besieged by 
crime. That's when we formed the Northwest 
Bernal Alliance. 

We were able to get the Planning 
Commission to recognize the right of the 
Building Review Board to represent areas all 
over the hill. The board helps to preserve 
Bernal Heights' smalltown appeal and will 
never allow it to resemble Noe Valley or the 
Castro District. To this day we have a good 
mix of homeownership and renters. 

JR: How did the community come togeth¬ 
er around such a big project? 

CB: The Elsie Street Guidelines came out 
of a year-and-a-half hillwide effort to create 
guidelines recognized by the DCP. We had 
over two hundred residents come together at 
the Catholic church on Cortland, where we 
voted on each point. It was attended by DCP, 
several supervisors, their aides, and reps 
from the mayor's office. The majority of the 
attendees voted for the proposal as present¬ 
ed, but some wanted stricter guidelines to 
rezone the existing R-2 areas as R-1 with 
nonconforming uses grandfathered in. 

JR: What happened? 

CB: Their counterproposals lost, but we 
agreed to have Nancy Walker's office mediate 
the differences-with the opposition in order to 
have a cohesive plan. After three months, the 
result was a landmark agreement that led the 
adoption of the Building Review Board. 

JR: What do you suggest can be done to 
further fight gentrification? 

CB: Define gentrification. Is it migration 
from one neighborhood to another for vari¬ 
ous economic reasons? That's been going on 
for years, but Bernal has struggled with a 
commitment to mitigate those impacts 
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through improving quality of life. 

JR: How does improving quality of life mit¬ 
igate gentrification? 

CB: More reaching out to the populations 
at risk of displacement and address their 
employment, educational, housing, and 
other needs. The north and west slopes of 
Bernal were becoming gentrified long before 
the NWBBC and the BHNC were formed. By 
definition, "gentrification" is the displace¬ 
ment of renters and lower-income groups as 
housing prices rise due to the improvement 
of the neighborhood and the influx of a 
wealthier group of people who can afford to 
pay the higher housing prices and rent. 

JR: What areas need attention now? 

CB: The areas under the most direct 
attack by gentrification are the east and 
south slopes above and below Cortland 
Avenue. A key sector that acts as a direct 
stimulus in the late gentrification phase is 
the real-estate industry and builders. 

JR: What do you suggest we do? 

CB: We ought to have a program where real- 
estate agents, architects, and contractors who 
are active in Bernal contribute in kind or money 
to help long-term residents who are renters to 
purchase homes. It is time these folks who bene¬ 
fited from the volunteer efforts of others to 
improve the community contribute to efforts to 
slow the pace of people being pushed out. 

JR: What else? 

CB: In additton to the BHNC's program of 
constructing new affordable housing, they 
should begin a program of assisting low- 
income homeowners to upgrade and reno¬ 
vate their housing as well as assisting low- 
income renters to purchase homes. ■ 

For more info, e-mail northwest 

bernal@aol.com, visit http://northwest 
bernalalliance.homeslead.com, 
or call 920-9669. 

Big Box for Mayor 

I may be spitting against the winds of Bernal 
Heights, but what the hell, here goes. I'm 
absolutely for a Home 
BY Depot aka Big Box on Old 

LARRY Bayshore, a once-thriving, 

WONDERLING employment-rich industrial 
area — which sums up 
some of my reasons. This Bernal crusade 
against renewed industry in our nearby dilapi¬ 
dated industrial area seems a tad myopic. 
Wait! Don't trash this article before reading it. 
After all, I'm no doubt your elder with a vaster 
fund of knowledge that deserves some respect. 

Let's start with some empirical data: Many of 


you probably don't remember Goodman's 
Lumber and its adjacent Whole Earth Access. As 
a Bemal resident for thirty years, I clearly do. 
They weren't exactly "mom and pop" stores, they 
were "big boxes." Everything on Old Bayshore, 
at the foot of Cortland, was bustling with cus¬ 
tomers and workers, buying and selling a stun¬ 
ning array of merchandise. It was a dean area of 
high energy, solid businesses, and plenty of park¬ 
ing. During those years of very local industrial 
prosperity, there were no traffic jams atop 
Cortland. In fact there wasn't any marked varia¬ 
tions in traffic. On second thoughts, we also did¬ 
n't have a gentrified "on the hill" shopping center 
loaded with "Starbuckish" coffeehouses, cafes, 
international restaurants, a zillion beauty parlors, 
and a pricey Good Life Market. 

Where the traffic from the lively industrial 
"big boxes" went is one of my "geographic" 
reasons for plugging Home Depot. 
Goodman/Whole Earth, etc. are situated in 
an ideal "in-city" area. It's a bona fide zoned 
industrial area with plenty of businesses down 
there still alive while trying to survive amongst 
empty "Boxes" and seedy conditions. As for 
access to this area, it couldn't be much more 
convenient with the 101 and 280 freeways. 

Spare me the argument about those real 
mom-and-pops being run out of business. It 
won't happen. Our little local businesses are 
here to stay for neighborhood convenience and 
support. The nearby Safeway, for example, has 
not strangled our little grocery, nor has ACE dis¬ 
couraged our Edward's Hardware. If it's food 
you want, our Tacos Los Altos is doing well 
despite those well-established and cheaper 
Mission and 24th Street Mexican restaurants. 

Like so many other neighborhoods, our 
Cortland businesses are very convenient and 
special to us. We get to know these merchants, 
almost like the "good old days." So why in the 
world would we want to get rid of them in favor 
of all the more oversized and dehumanized 
businesses? If you want some friendly chats and 
a pair of $8 pliers, go to our local Edward's. If 
you want crowds and a $500 refrigerator, go to 
a Home Depot. By the way, how many of you 
travel in your SUVs to buy your big stuff in other 
big box areas? All of you, I'd bet. 

I'd really like to see our industrial area 
spruced up and happy again with a Home 
Depot rescuing Old Bayshore's flagging busi¬ 
nesses and nearby pockets of desperate unem¬ 
ployment. Housing? Sorry, folks, it won't hap¬ 
pen. It's an industrial area. 

As a big footnote, although I've chatted 
with Bernal residents who are also FOR a 
Home Depot on Old Bayshore, why haven't 
there been any Big Box rebuttal articles? 
Answer Here's one. ■ 


Need An Extra Pair Of Hands? 
Call the SF Day Labor Program 



We always have 
workers available tor moving, 
house cleaning, painting, 
gardening, & more! 


We are a non-profit that connects 
homeowners and businesses with 
experienced laborers for temporary or 
on-going jobs. 

Call during our office hours to hire workers for 
anytime! Minimum 3hrs7)ob. 
(415)252-5375 or 252-5376 
mon -fri, 7anv1pm & sat 7am-12noon 
Women’s Collective $12-15/hr min. 

Day Laborers Worker’s Association $ 15 /hr min. 
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Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine delivered 
to your doorstep. For monthly menu, 
call Jane Peal - Cuisiniere at 415- 
826-2133, or see Web page at 
www.pealcuisine.com 

Charlie the Phone Guy: Residence/ 
Business/Home Office phone wiring. 
FAX/Modem/DSL. Dead jacks made 
live! Free estimates. On-time appoint¬ 
ments. Phone: 415-641-8654. E-mail 
Charlie@sfphoneguy.com 

Bodywork and Movement Analysis. 
Claudia Singer CMT, CLMA, SHPE. 
Rehabilitate from injury, improve align¬ 
ment, release excess tension, improve ath¬ 
letic performance through movement and 
hands-on work. Call 415-820-1410. 

Handyman/Carpenter: Repair a door, 
install cabinets or shelves, fix a fence, 
deck or windows, even some electrical. I 
do good work at a reasonable rate. 

Robert: 566-3389. 

FULL SERVICE GARDENER: Wake up one 
fine spring day to a blossoming paradise 
in your garden. Now is the time to clean 
up, plan it and plant it. Maintenance, 
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renovation, organic soil building. 
California native plants a specialty. Call 

Jeannine Zenfi at 415-642-0246. 

SUNNY, QUIET GUEST APARTMENT IN 
BERNAL HEIGHTS: Perfect for your visit¬ 
ing family and friends, or your tempo¬ 
rary quarters while remodeling. Private 
entrance, full kitchen; close to Cortland 
Avenue, transportation, and shopping. 
Call 415-647-0945. 

BEGINNING MOSAIC WORKSHOPS 

with longtime Potrero Hill artist. Create a 
mosaic stepping stone; original art for 
your garden. See www.jonieisen.com or 
call 648-6740. 

August Moon Massage. Jana Hutcheson, 

Swedish, Shiatsu, LomiLomi, Deep Tissue, 
Sports Massage. Office space and house 
calls available. Gift Certificates, 
$70/hour. Author "Healing Alternatives" 
from Bernal Journal. 647-7517. 

Affordable picture framing and mat 
cutting. Museum-standard framing. 121 
Kingston St., San Francisco, CA 94110. 

Douglas Elliott. Tel: 550-9248. e-mail 
elliottsf@earthlink.net 


Growsgreen Landscape Design offers a 
custom design for your garden. Spring is 
the time to plant. 336-9829, 
beth@growsgreen.com, or 

www.growsgreen.com , 

YOUR TREES are part of your invest¬ 
ment, and part of your habitat. They 
deserve expert, quality care. Beautiful 
work and personal tree service by ISA- 
certified arborist. Frée estimates. Call 
Martin Arnest: 882-1109. CA Lie 
#829012. 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE AND BODY¬ 
WORK: Gary Witt, CMT. Deep-tissue, 
sports massage, and Swedish. Release 
chronic and acute muscle tension, 
decrease stress, and improve body 
alignment. Call 385-6031 or e-mail 
garywitt@gmail.com 

TOO TIRED TO COOK? Flour Girl is a 

-new in-home cooking service featuring 
menus customized to- your EXACT 
needs. Imagine coming home to fabu¬ 
lous meals prepared by your very own 
personal chef. FREE in-home consulta¬ 
tion. Call Chef Coco Jacobs at 415- 
948-6410. 


YOUR CAT COULD BE A STAR!: Cat 

Calendar photographer seeking attrac-' 
five cats in beautiful garden settings. 
Takes an hour. No cost. You receive pic¬ 
tures and calendar. 826-8847. See 
www.pomegranate.com title: A Cat In 
the Garden 

Need Help Getting Your House in 
Order?: Clean & Natural House 
Cleaning and Organizing Service. We 
use nontoxic products. Since 1989. 
Simone 415-806-7877. 

SPANISH LESSONS. Beginners, 
Intermediate and Advanced levels. 
Grammar and Conversation (tailored to 
your own needs). Cultural events. Native 
teacher. Agora Language Resources 
415-248-1881. ■ 

Ads cost 20c a word. 

To place a listing in the 
Classifieds section, please 
contact Kathy O'Grady 
at 206-2140 ext. 148 or 
kogrady@bhnc.org. 
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(415) 206-1300 

info@BernolHill.com 



Bernal Hill Realty 


At Home in Bernal Heights 


What Homes Are For Sale in Bernal Heights? 
lie amongst the lust In know arid receive uur weekly 
1 Jemal Buyer b-I.etier. litis email update has news 
and tidbits about the neighburlipud in addition to 
listings of all Bernal Heights homes for sale with 
showing times, maps and color photos. 

It's a great resource if yuu'rc thinking of buying or 
selling a home m Hemal Heights. Out Bernal Buyer 
Letter h sent «very Friday and best of all - it's Hilibl 
Sign up at www.BcrnalH ill.coin today! 


Our web site, wvvw.BemalHill.com, is also a great way 
to keep Up with the real-estate market in this wonderful 
community. We have real-estate news such as current 
listings and recently sold homes as well as Bernal 
News, historic photographs, neighborhood links, and 
much more information about the unique urban village 
of Bernal 1 leiehls. 

Nobody knows Hemal like we do! if yon are a buyer, a 
seller or just have qwstkms ahovit Berna! Heights rcal- 
esuue—call ns first! 



www. Bernal Hill. com 















303 CORTLAND AVE., SAN FRANCISCO. (415) 285 5700 


wishes to salute two of its local associates, 

Terri Kelly and Michael Sundius. 

Below are their personal statements, website info, and direct phone 
numbers. Thank you for consulting them for your real-estate needs! 
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For a 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
of your home, call 
Terri Kelly at 
(415) 285-1756. 

Of course, there is never any 
obligation for this service. 


HOMEOWNERS 

Wondering how much it’s worth? 

Need a quick sale? 

Want to maximize your profit? 

WE CAN HELP! 

My team at Brown Bear Realty has sold many homes in Bernal Heights. 

We have the knowledge and experience to answer all of your real-estate questions. 
We specialize in residential property sales and combine modern technology and 
old-fashioned people skills to sell vour home fast and for too dollar . 

Let us take the stress out of the sale of your home, 
so that you can make your plans for the future. 


Visit my website at 
www.terrikellybrownbearrealty.com 




Expert at negotiation 
Aggressive multilevel marketing system 
Fast personalized service 
Convenient local office 


¡¡fa KHAEL fUNDIUS 

Realtor /Notary 
Residential Income Properties 

First-Timers Renters 

Have you thought about buying Why Pay rent? Let someone else pay you! 

a 2- or 4-unit building and letting , Y ° u mi 9 ht be su P rised athow eas V 11 ia 

to buy an income-generating property and 
others help pay for your mortgage? become a | and | 0rd . 

Trading Up 



Have you thought about not 
selling? By refinancing, you might be 
able to rent out your current house and 
still buy a new dream. 


Convenient Notary Service 
l am a Notary Public. 

Please call to make an appointment! 


(415) 608-0121 
msundius@sundius.com 
www.sundius.com/brownbear 


Real-estate and Income properties are often only out of reach of people because they don’t know how to obtain them. 

It is a time-proven and rewarding way to get ahead and gain wealth. With some know-how and a bit of work, YOU CAN DO IT ! 

Contact me, and I will be happy to discuss how I can be of help to you. 


* * • 
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